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Its most important area of domination was the mental universe of the
colonized, the control, through culture, of how people perceived
themselves and their relationship to the world. Economic and political
control can never be complete or effective without mental control. To
control a people’s culture is to control their tools of self-definition in
relationship to others. (Thiong’o, 2007 : 16)
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originality.” (Fanon, 1968 : 18)
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It was the babu culture which made a sadistic sport out of sati, and to
the extent this culture was itself a product of western and modern
encroachments upon the traditional life style, sati was the weirdest
response to new cultural inputs and institutional innovations. (Nandy,
1975 :178)
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Paradoxically, the rite of sati, regarded by the British as the most
glaring abuse of ‘traditional’ Hindu society, was in its recrudescent
form almost as much a product of colonial penetration as was the
movement for its abolition. (Joshi, 1975 : 5)
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