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In the age of Rammohan Roy (1774-1833), cultivation of an upper-
class Bengali included a mandatory initiation into Islamic culture and a
fluent grasp of Persian. By the time of Rabindranath Tagore (1861—
1941), roughly a century later, literary high culture had gone through a
striking conversion to become a more solidly Hindu sphere. (Kaviraj,
2003 : 531)
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By positing Bengali Muslims as a cultural nation, Ahmad was
contesting the characterization of Muslims as a sub-national interest-
group. In this sense, he was drawing directly from what we might call
the ‘great tradition’ of Hindu nationalism in Bengal. (Sartori, 2007 :

127)
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G E TR 2T IS4 “AftefFe aaew Fraes fFes: <Ahmad’s
insistence on the necessity of an original, creative culture specifically
grounded in the ideals of Bengali-Muslim life was supposed to be the Muslim
answer to ‘the highly developed literature’ that emerged ‘from the literary men
of the age from Vidyasagar and Bankimchandra to Rabindranath and
Saratchandra’. (Sartori, 2007 : 126)
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