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...in 1969, when the boatmen thronged the city to vent their discontent
and to march side by side with others in the processions during those

tumultuous days of political unrest. They brought their ‘boithas’ ‘oars’.
I tried to record that unprecedented event. (Mustafa, 2003 : 5)
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During the whole nine month long war, | witnessed how we were being
tyrannized. As such my artistic interpretations of these facts during the
seventies never addressed heroism. At one point it occurred to me that we
were victorious in the end, so my attitude reversed, | asked myself, why
should only the negative aspects be depicted in paintings? | thought
“heroism” would be a subject that would put my concept on the proper
track. Around 1978 and 79, | started to explore subjects that brought the
freedom fighters at the forefront. (Mustafa, 2003 : 5)
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