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IRV S &R (Sb-au-358b) IEF — “you are free; you are free
to go to your temples, you are free to go to your mosques or to any
other place of worship in this state of Pakistan. You may belong to
any religion or caste or creed... that has nothing to do with the
business of the state” (IR, 055 : bd) | F€ 27 @ sweef fF7 AFCe
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The 1972 constitution not only declared secularism as one of the
fundamental principles of the state policy but also prescribed certain
measures for its implementation. These included elimination of
communalism in all its forms; no political recognition of any religion
by the state; no use of religion for political purpose; and no
discrimination or persecution on religious grounds. (Bangladesh
Constitution Article-12)
TR Ao 9B el e @b wreAdeyd ¢ o e R s
AECARST (@FAT TAHF eoifodle] @ AMHF | A (0 fre AR
1 MG SN MR B IO HItEg I AR (I,
JIENCR TR w2 A FaE, IR ¢ 2 fofe w aoar
F90® T9 — (The Morning News, Dhaka : 8 October 1972)

JIETHCH ABT Teifed o BRONE EFaifae 7idF aFer s azer
T W @, TR @ CF@z ST dOF QT FA A 9| GO
TG QR IFOR ‘TF AT (FIF TR I W | AQTo IS

3R BT R ATGsr 1 37430« 55 1 G 005

AT GBI N TMHRT SGF T | RO 7T AT QT O®
Raifas! 435 2 | EIFEIRE JE0e AT TGY TS AF (HTeT |
(T, SBbR : Sb) W IRSIF Afere ‘of Foid e g
EE P [REaidt FFle I SebE sE =1 [edice
FRFeY Ty Tom e S Fitg [iabe z0e At | T
CrEeTfRe™ TomH fRE Szl FRTS A | BIC°R 03 Yo A7
OFR GSIT CTFARENCE M2 FA0e OF FET | EIFeNfae™ 7o fofy
CEelT 0 (A,

Secularism does not mean the absence of religion. The 75 million
people of Bengal will have the right to religion. We do not want to ban
religion by law ... Muslims will observe their religion ... Hindus will
observe their religion ... Buddhist and Christians will observe their
respective religion ... our only objection is that nobody will be allowed
to use religion as a political weapon. (Talukder, 1985 : 44)
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The state religion of the Republic is Islam, but the state shall ensure

equal status and equal rights in the practice of the Hindu, Buddhist,
Christian and other religions. (Bangladesh Constitution, Article12)
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