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Abstract: Digital media is popular among young users with the
rapid popularisation of smartphones and wider internet
accessibility, in line with the government’s aim of achieving the
envisioned ‘Digital Bangladesh’. Along with positive effects of
such media, many problems arise from their uninformed use,
causing confusion among users as to which information to trust
and how to differentiate truth from misinformation and
disinformation. By adopting a mixed-method design, the digital
literacy of sixth to ninth grade students (N=2400) of 16 schools
and 8 madrasahs located in eight divisions of Bangladesh was
examined. In the cross-sectional survey the students were
interviewed, while the FGDs of their parents and teachers were
conducted. Students’ access, use and competency, their ability to
analyse digital content, having a critical approach to digital media,
creativity in using digital media and their knowledge of ICT laws
were considered as key aspects to assess their digital literacy. Our
findings show that urban, high school and male students have a
greater degree of digital literacy than rural and semiurban,
madrasah and female students respectively. However, a
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significant number of students were found to be vulnerable to fake
news, having no knowledge of the process of news production.
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S @I eRfE (NEFG) @, FTCoR, FORCAG, (ML (I IR
[T PR #® FCACR | O 8 @RI &YfE WNma e 8 AfEs
G EfSq0F O (@R AR 57 oritige toft w1 wEF @dk
Sy fefEnm e niigemas @z SPIbed TR @ TPTR &
TPz | T 06 SPFTS JRRRFRR AFed il 2™ F7 & e
M ¢ wwelR weid | Roger Silverstone (2004) s el fac
wo ARG sfew | fof e e armraty @ W e srgs
Ao o @wE oot fafbar-fifire amfie AR e red TR @F O |
JRACATR (B GPRYE G5 STy SR Meyfis Rmyeiea Rl =
T s ewgd TSl | iR Wy fEfEGE MW A FHRG,
ANEE TGN, (RS (I @ e | @3 Fe-FeRma g Seaees
“fefabre @f5e” (Prensky, 2001) | wdie 37 (@15 10T (AFE G HIRAC
fefeom Nfear e, ai=e J9EE T ¢ AR I AOF SR A6,
ORSRAT, FHCEIY QI Ond AT G “Te | 58 @ar 997 eyf&
A SreEe SR QRMR GF AHeN HIZF IO T 2F | AT TR Ol
SR oS wed, e ey (misinformation),  wereRy
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;IR B (T IR S A CRIF 6 | T FI4] e 8 Aifers
TP R 20 | 9% IR Wi R @k Tgei Freditr s
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SRR G AT TG TA{GS S5 @OFIF TN (507 @ sAfzeifars
TR | NG AR Sy weaw Weame @i weber | AR
S 792" 919 A9TONS ([UOCR | FTEAAbIOfGF AR &ICe ©itwd [b=et
OCT | TR SCARIR THGCE (netizen) I R | TSGR WHT 1 OIS
@ TR 4T AR AT AR TRCR | SARZTRA, SN dvdo €
E @ e G meew o @t e fofase un’ e
SCAFGIE ST | SR A FFAMAG G AR ST TRF AR |
fafas voiftba P (ram Sfoseor Gt S #fFR9S | €7 .0 @3
FeTC SN fefesE e ey (@9 W orel 7% IR SN @9
s Tems-torel” (prosumer) (Toffler, 1980) | wire s e ffear
WCEE A FEEH (content) CofF T FBIRCCE SR 0L R i<, eens
SR AT A CRE T ICTT HIRF DA | ANEGS TGTT T q=R
TERITS! AT AL Y @ [FEEE oAfesod @i TN AT IIEE G
AifEs s Wl (social media competence) SERR @O g AN
(Swrzema=, Xu et al, 2018; Zhu et al, 2018; Zhu et al, 2021) |
Boulianne (2015) ¢ Coleman (2013) @3 Wte, “In the last two
decades, people increasingly rely on social media to access,
communicate and exchange information, rather than on traditional
media institutions” [*[® 2 Wt oty Sfoarel, @MPIRT «3R O HAWI-
VI T e e afednTm ARees W IWfeE e e
TRENed f$a ace] (Boulianne, 2015; Coleman, 2013, as cited
in Zhu et al, 2021, p. 2) | «worIR WA Afsimar e fifeam
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AL SR FE AR | O ANCG O A FIRE AR A& Rl
erEARel Wt @ ey AR (Jolls & Thoman, 2008, as cited in




Koltay, 2011-4 g®) | Koltay (2011) Jt=t=s, “The importance of
media literacy is justified not only by the quantity of media
exposure. The vital role of information in the development of
democracy, cultural participation and active citizenship also
justifies it” [ ArFAeR @Fg SEI@ NGER JFF JIRIEF W2 [Hze
| VTOCE T, RFOS WA R AR Weifgs [ e
wFged o «F Firrer (73] (p. 212) 1 [{iew @ w@-F3 (knowledge
worker), T[T StH FCEH G TTRCAG R FPCOIRA TR JIAFCICT
1S3 7, SR T O (oK, O JARF IR O FTET TR TS! e
41 (@ e (Hobbs, 2007) |

TR @ ool IR, (S NN AFFTS! YIFOT LTS SOy 7% H4]
| epfTe eroetem Wy e Arwer, FFCoR ArFTer, A2
TS TGN THRT | Svbo WHIF TTRCAG AIZFFIAAE FRAGIG e
IR RRE FTol ARICS fCEsr Awgom «RAfG o Far zeafe
(Bawden, 2001) | *RRSIce fEf&Gr FFaelR FReR Tg7 KRel IRA(ere
AR | IS 929 77 Bawden (2008) ¢ (A el AreaoR wReer &
FRHARGAG “Af@wd (navigation), = = (knowledge assembly) e
SCYCAT PR | FfGoT Arwael faea Martin @3 keI foaie:
Digital Literacy is the awareness, attitude and ability of individuals to
appropriately use digital tools and facilities to identify, access, manage,
integrate, evaluate, analyze and synthesize digital resources, construct new
knowledge, create media expressions, and communicate with others, in the
context of specific life situations, in order to enable constructive social
action; and to reflect upon this process. (Martin, 2006, p.16)
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CFq ST AHoTol, NASR GR 7wFel | GO oW Fewel, qua,
RGP, GRGOF , TR, Rt G TR, TG Tl ¢, A<yt ol
8 SfSqied ST GR TR AL QAN TR G Fe G2 TooTol
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[9RE Face N (ALA, 1989) | SAE WKW AHIOR (0 AR
(general) “rer (reTR (581 Feaces | &%, Aufderheide (1992) @ ste:

A media literate person ... can decode, evaluate, analyze and produce both
print and electronic media. The fundamental objective of media literacy is
critical autonomy in relationship to all media. Emphases in media literacy
training range widely, including informed citizenship, aesthetic
appreciation and expression, social advocacy, self-esteem, and consumer
competence. (Aufderheide, 1992)
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e weaces (Aufderheide, 1993; Christ and Potter, 1998, as
cited in Livingstone, 2004, p.3-9 Tg®) | @8 k&G P fefEsE
AT T (AMBrefTe (e R | GURCE IRFCCHR SO RIS AT
203 @ TGS fEfEBIs ArForR (AMFEBPR AfLeamy | 8 HAER fofase
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4 =R | Ghfee Arwel (Literacy & Numeracy) ¢ fefene srwasr
(Digital Literacy) freftma Gliffis wars! (ot Face T=RT 63 (TSI
TR AT, 0%, 7. *8) | G AFH Sy SRee Tefesr wwel faaea
CEHAT T AR R G 027 ¢ ifear Arvaons fEfate wrom i
gl SgEe R e T T (7. *v) | [fey fEwE oyfe Frerna
I I (12 A SR I AR 0T AL G effes T
FRAZE, IR TG T ST TN 2If7Fgr, fCene 8 IR @it
Ol e (e fCfehr wFeR N Aty | e, [(fey fefesm
eRfeq IR ABR Fawe AT, [feoq e wFerR At e eyfex
TR, T[T € wRgA FIRE FAcoe fefEsE wwsE eware= | Hobbs
(2010) <=6 svwffE ffacm « e el wworR
(competencies) 2@R FEeT: SNEAR IR oo, ASH [awe, st
tSfa, ST TE SR/ @ AMTHA @z | 3eecH @39 Global Media and
Information Literacy Framework - Country Readiness and
Competencies (2013) %< ewMaR e qR w25 srsgs (MIL)
I FOUE WK TS ZEd MRER | gwe et Nae:

MIL is defined as a set of competencies that empowers citizens to access,
retrieve, understand, evaluate and use, to create as well as share
information and media content in all formats, using various tools, in a
critical, ethical and effective way, in order to participate and engage in
personal, professional and societal activities (p.29)
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qR IR T (JfE 8 ) [ rwaer o ewgd | e
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