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Abstract

Paiicatantra is a remarkable book of Sanskrit story literature. It is divided
into five tantras or parts, for this it is called Paiicatantra. Its language is
lucid and simple. The author depicts animal beings with human nature.
The story of this book is not only composed for entertainment but also
serves for ample lessons to provide reality of life. In this paper, few
lessons of Paiicatantra and its relevancy in the present society for getting

good lessons will be discussed.
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Introduction

Paiicatantra, written by Visnu Sarma, (Visnu Sarman) is a famous
treatise of Sanskrit story literature. It was written approximately in 300
years B.C. Visnu Sarma was responsible to teach three princes namely
Vasusakti, Ugrasakti and Angkasakti of Amarasakti, a king of Mahilaropya,
a city of ancient South India. The princes were not eager to learn, actually,
they were dull headed. So, the king who himself was a great scholar
and powerful was anxious for his sons. He summoned his ministers and
discussed about their education. Sumati, one of the ministers, proposed
the name of Visnu Sarma, a renowned scholar who is very popular to the
students. The king announced that he would offer hundred villages with the
Pandit in exchange to the education of his sons. But the eighty years old
Visnu Sarma boldly said that he would not sell knowledge in exchange of
anything. Moreover, he promised that within six months he would make
the princes well educated. He composed a book summarizing all kinds of
political and ethical books to teach them. This book is divided into five parts
namely Mitra-bheda (Separation of friends: this tantra considers the idea
of breaking friendships by controlling or manipulating others. It educates
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lessons on the dangers of conflicting groups how division can weaken
individuals or communities.), Mitra-prapti (Meeting new friends: this tantra
focuses on the importance of meaningful relationships and coalitions. It
peaks importance of amity, trust and cooperation in life.), Kakolukiya (The
crows and owls: this tantra describes the natural enmity between crows
and owls. It highlights how the plan of crows defend themselves against
the owls and finally they win.), Labdhapranasa (Gain and loss: this tantra
consists of simple moral stories. It describes caution against overwhelming
desire and reckless ambition.), and Apariksitakaraka (Ill-considered action:
this tantra focuses on the consequences of imprudent and careless action.
It highlights the importance of careful planning, thought and prudence of
decision making). There are seventy-four stories in Paricatantra and it
sheds light on economics, politics, diplomacy, human behavior, humanity,
moral education, ideal life, social ethics, evils etc. It is a moral treatise.
This paper assesses small number of crucial lessons in Pasicatantra.

Awareness and preservation of plants and animals

Tree is an eternal and original friend of human being. There is deep
and close relation between trees and human beings. Trees prevent the rise
of temperature and the rise of carbon dioxide. They maintain ecological
balance and prevent a region from becoming desert. However, people are
destroying forests, hills and mountains across the world in present time
without any reservation. Human being has created the civilization, towns,
industry etc. by destroying trees. The production of carbon dioxide has
been increasing drastically due to fossil fuels needed to run industries,
vehicles and production of luxury goods. As a result, the world temperature
is gradually rising. Natural calamities such as floods, storms, heavy rains,
droughts are becoming more frequent day by day. So, it is a dangerous threat
to human existence and to animals and plants. Therefore, afforestation can
be the seminal instrument to address the problem. Also, birds and animals
are losing their inhabitants due to deforestation. Consequently, nature has
become barren. So, it is highly alarming news for our future. It was suggested
to keep the nature lively in Pasicatantra. It condemns the unnecessary
killings of animals and annihilation of trees. Paficatantra argues

JPYBIAaT U §qd] Hal IURPIGHA |
Jedd T HaT| RP P THIA 1 FTHRCHITH ¢ o €

vrksamschitva pasian hatva krtva ridhirakardamam.
yadyevam gamyate swarge narakm kena gamyate. Kakoliikiya [106
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- if anyone can go to heaven by cutting trees and killing animals, making
mud with blood, then who would go to hell.

That is why we have to plant more trees to make the environment
charming. We need to strongly advocate about tree plantation for our
survival. Unnecessary killings of animals should be prohibited. The
present regime has taken appropriate measures to protect the environment,
birds and animals. Every citizen along with the government should be
conscious in this regard. Moreover, roof gardening should be encouraged
more to make the city greener.

Prohibition of greediness

Temptation is one of the greatest enemies of human beings. It can ruin
the life of a person and make anyone blind to the consequence of losing their
conscience for greed. Visnu Sarma highlights the consequences of greed in
Paiicatantra excellently in Mitra-bheda tantra, the story of Dharmabuddhi
and Papabuddhi (1/19). There were two friends Dharmabuddhi and
Papabuddhi by name. After much discussion, they went abroad for earning
money. They earned a great amount of money and decided they would
return home. Afterwards Papabuddhi stole all the money of Dharmabuddhi
but accused him of the thieving. Of course, Dharmabuddhi denied the
allegation. Then there was a big gathering under a big tree to solve their
dispute. Papabuddhi made his father to hide in the hole of that tree and
from there he declared that Dharmabuddhi was the real thief. However,
Dharmabuddhi was innocent and he came to understand the deceitfulness
of Papabuddhi. Then he set fire to the tree. After sometimes, the father of
Papabuddhi was compelled to come outside half-burnt from the tree and
exposed the crime of Papabuddhi. Papabuddhi was sentenced to death by
the judge. Greediness was the main reason behind his death.

In Mitra-prapti tantra, in the story of The Greedy Fox (2/3), we
observe a hunter go to the forest. He killed a deer and a boar. A snake bit
the hunter and then the hunter killed the snake. After that, the hunter also
died. Afterwards, a hungry fox arrived there for searching food. He noticed
the dead bodies of deer, boar, snake and hunter. He became extremely
delighted to see the enormous food before him. He lost his common sense
by observing the ample food. He thought that he could live on this food
for many days. But he decided to eat the bow string made of skin at first.
Then the bending bow suddenly struck him seriously and he died. This
was occurred for his extreme greediness. It is stated-
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AT TAISHA A GUFIIH | AfRIRIafeH /263

lobhdcca nanyo asti ripuh prthivyam. Mitra-prapti /162
-there is no more perilous enemy than greediness.

We observe often in our society that sons kill fathers, brothers
kill brothers and sisters, neighbor kills another neighbor etc. for the
temptation of property. People generally don’t hesitate to murder anyone
for greediness. We notice such incidents in newspapers whenever we
read. Therefore, greediness must be relinquished to make our society
harmonious and peaceful.

Foolish person should be avoided

We observe in the chapter Mitra-bheda in the story of King and Monkey
(1/22) that a king had a monkey as his pet. He was very loyal to the king and
accompanied him all the time. One day the king was sleeping, the monkey
was guarding him. Then a fly sat on the face of king. The monkey kept
away the fly. However, the fly kept sitting on the face of the king repeatedly.
The monkey was very annoyed and he attempted to kill the fly but failed
severally and got angry. Then he took a sword from the wall. When the fly
sat on the throat of the king the monkey attacked the fly with the sword
and by consequence the throat was splinted and the fly flew away. It is here
noted that the monkey was extremely loyal to the king but for his ignorance,
the king got killed. Thereupon, the foolish person should not be entertained
and this type of person should be avoided. It is argued in the book that

quUESfAISUl aR QA I gfdd R AfRUGH / ¥ ¢

pandito’api varam Satrurna mirkho hitakarakah. Mitra-bheda /421
- prudent enemy is better than the benevolent ignorant friend.

Malicious words should not be used

In the first story of KakoltikTya tantra — we have noticed that there was
a crow named Meghavarna, who was the king of crows. Once he asked his
elderly minister Sthirajivi, what was the reason behind the hostility between
crows and owls. The minister replied that there was a meeting to elect a
king among the birds and then the birds decided the owl would be the king.
Everyone obeyed the decision and started preparation for owl’s coronation. In
the meantime, a crow came and told that a dreadful face, crooked nose, day-
blind owl should not be the king of birds. Then all birds supported the crow
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and the coronation of the owl had been dismissed and all birds returned their
home. The owl was disappointed and had been exasperated by the crow’s
words. Then the owl told the crow, ‘O crow! I had not harmed you, but why
had you impelled my inauguration ceremony’. Then the owl declared the
animosity between the crows and owls from that day. He added that

e TrdRafed Jgdf T
Wﬁ?ﬂﬂ}f?{@@?ﬁ@ﬂmﬁﬁ/zzo

rohate sayakairviddham rohati casina.

vagduruktam bibhatsam na samrohati vakksatam. Kakolikiya /110
-the wound caused by the arrow and sword might be healed; but
the atrocities caused by harsh words cannot be healed.

Most of the time we see people often backbite and hurt with words one
another in our society. The targeted person gets offended and consequently,
the hostility which is created continues from generation to generation. It
sometimes makes very bad situation in the society that is very harmful for
human beings. Therefore, people should not assault one another by harsh
words. As a human being, everyone should practice good behavior with all
persons. It may help to build a healthy society.

Unity is strength

In Kakolikiya tantra (3/4), it is depicted that there was an ant heap near
the bank of a river. A cobra Atidarpa by name lived there. He was extremely
supercilious that is why he was named after as Atidarpa. One day he entered
in a narrow path and he got blockaded and bled. In the meantime, he was
invaded by a group of ants. He murdered some ants by his tail; however,
unending numbers of ants killed the snake. The formidable cobra was
defeated by the unwavering unity of ants. It is stated that

a1 aRIGYaaT o 8 HeTo T FThreiae/ 3o

bahavo na viroddhavya durjaya hi mahajanah. Kakolikiya /120
-do not antagonize the weak if they are high in numbers.

In Mitra-bheda tantra, in the story of the Elephant and the Sparrow
(1/15), we notice that a wild elephant destroyed some eggs of sparrow. The
sparrow informed the incident to his mate woodpecker. Then woodpecker
informed the incident to his friend, the bee. The bee said that he had a
friend who was a frog. Fly told him about this matter. After that all of them
got united and decided that the elephant would be punished and murdered.
They made a plan. When the sun would be bright in the sky the bee would
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sing melodiously to the ear of the elephant. When the elephant would
close his pair of eyes the woodpecker would assault the eyes of elephant.
The elephant would be lunatic and would roam aimlessly. Hence, he
would become thirsty. After that the frog would start croaking. Then the
elephant would be confused and he got trap in a hole in search of water. In
conclusion, their plan became fully successful. They murdered the gigantic
elephant by the force of their unflinching unity. The chronicler states,

| 4|HuqH|<|U|lﬂﬂaT@IEf§?%iu
G o 1 ARUGH /33%

bahi#namapyasaranam samavayo hi durjayah.
trnairavestyate rajjuryayd nago api baddhyate. Mitra-bheda/334
- the banal things like grass get united become invulnerable, the
rope made by grass can be useful to detain an elephant.

It is observed in the history that most of the time the ruling class
exploits and oppresses the common people since the ordinary people are
not united. If the ordinary people would become united then the ruling
class would be flexible, because ordinary people are majority. General
people have huge power in their hands for their unity. Hence, any task can
be completed easily if the ordinary people become united.

Third person should not be allowed in dispute

In Labdhapranasa tantra’s story of ‘Frog and Cobra’ (3/1), it is noticed
that once a king of frogs named Gangadatta lived in a well with his kith
and kins. They had no harmony and every day they had quarrels with each
other. Gangadatta was insulted by his relatives almost every day. One day
Gangadatta considered he would eliminate all his relatives. With this aim, he
invited a cobra who had started to consume his relatives one by one whom
Gangadatta marked. After finishing the marked frogs, the cobra commenced
to absorb his close family members. All of a sudden, he ate Yamunadatta, the
son of Gangadatta. Observing this horrendous scenario Gangadatta started
crying. Then his wife told him to leave the well and look for new pathways.
But after few days, the cobra ate the wife of Gangadatta. Finally, although,
Gangadatta managed to escape from the well. Hence, it is wise to solve dispute
by the conflicting members without any third person. If a third person like a
cobra is summoned to solve any problem, the problem might become severe.

If we analyze the society, we can observe a third person usually contributes
to worsen the situation rather than solving the dispute. In this story, cobra was
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the third person, he almost exterminated the frogs and he was only benefited.
Thus, people should solve their conflicts by their own intellect without
inviting any outsider. It would be great decision to solve any problem by them.
Remember that third person is only beneficiary among conflicting groups.

Excessive affection towards offspring is harmful

We observe in our society if children get unbridled care and are not
rectified their behavior; it is most likely that they can get engaged in unethical
activities. It is often noticed that the children from the affluent family
become indiscipline for receiving unnecessary privilege. In Paricatantra’s
Labdhapranasa tantra, in the story of lion and camel, (4/15) we can observe
that a carpenter called Mandamati lived in a village. He had a female
camel which had a child called Ghanti. As Ghanti was the first child, he
was extremely loved by his mother. Due to unending love, Ghanti became
reckless. After few days, the carpenter bought more camels. Therefore,
he had a group of camels. A shepherd was appointed to take care of the
camels. There was a deep forest close to Mandamati’s house. The camels
used to go to the forest in the morning. They used to eat and play whole day.
Afterwards, they used to return in the dusk. All camels were punctual and
disciplined except Ghanti. One day all the camels without Ghanti came out
from the forest. Then a lion killed Ghanti as he was alone. Actually, the future
of reckless people is often grim. Very often these types of news publish in
everyday newspaper. Therefore, punishment is equally necessary along with
love in nursing children. Infinite love does not bring positive result.

The world is a family

If the society is observed, we find that there are rampant jealousy
and ill-feeling which deteriorate the living quality in the globe. There
are unending war and conflict across the world at present. Billions of
dollars are being spent to manufacture arms and weapons for killing
the people instead of ensuring fundamental demands of the people by
the governments. Atomic bombs are being generated to annihilate the
civilization, the human society and human beings. Nonetheless, peace can
be established over the world if good senses prevail, if people consider
the other people as their kith. The writer narrates in the Apariksitakaraka,
in the story of four young persons and reviving of a dead lion (5/3) of
Paricatantra - once there lived four youths, they had intimate friendship.
The first three were wise but lack of common sense and the fourth one
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had good common sense but lack of knowledge. One day they decided to
go abroad for earning fortune. After going several miles, the first friend
among them embargoed their journey and asked the fourth one friend to
return his home because he was illiterate. So, he was not eager to share
his earnings with him. The second supported first friend. However, third
friend disagreed on their decision and told that since fourth one was their
friend and we should not bid him adieu. Third friend reminded that we
possessed wisdom but he had strategic mind. Therefore, we would divide
our earning equally which would be achieved by our prowess. He argued

31T AR IRY A U AP aEn
IERRIAAT J TYYT BEHIRH 1 HTBABRBH/3¢

ayam nijah paro veti ganand laghucétasam.

udaracaritanam tu vasudhaiva kutumbakam. Apariksitakaraka /38
-the man who has a little mind thinks that this is mine, this is his.
However, the man having generous mind thinks that the world
itself is his family.

Everyone is not equal in terms of intellect, assets and knowledge in
the world. Our society consists of diverse people. However, unity in the
diversity is the key to make a harmonious world. People can practice it
easily to build excellent society. Discrimination makes us divided which
are very harmful for human society.

One should fulfil his vow

People don’t complete their task in most cases currently. Nonetheless,
the wise individual never keeps their work unfinished. To complete any
task people may face unwanted drawbacks. It can be difficult to overcome
such hurdles at times. However, the intelligent people bravely handle
such hurdles to accomplish their goal. It is illustrated in Pasicatantra’s
Kakolikiya tantra that there was a banyan tree in Mahilaropya, an ancient
city of south India. There was a crow named Meghavarna, the king of the
crows, whose fort was banyan tree. He had a vast empire where he ruled
all crows. An owl called Arimardana, king of the owls, used to hamper his
empire every night. Crows can’t set a look at night. So, they face many
problems. Moreover, Arimardana attempted to kill the crows outside the
fort at night. Hence, Meghavarna invoked all his ministers to solve the
problem. All ministers provided their opinion. After listening to all, the
king turned to Sthirajivi, an old and prudent minister. Sthirajivi advised
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him to murder the owl by trickery. Then the king appointed Sthirajivi to
murder the owl. Finally, Sthirajivi successfully annihilate the owl with his
tricks by risking his life. Meghavarna praises highly for his tremendous
accomplishment. He argued

ABAqaHdIHed! TaTerS BRYRIOMT
T o[ UGREY AR ST TG | FHTIAw/2 2%

mahattwametanmahatam nayalankaradharinam.

na municanti yadarabdham kycchre api vyasanodaye. Kakoliikiya /219
-the essence of great persons who possess the ornament of good
senses, do not surrender to the intimidating challenges.

It is also added in Paricatantra that

RRYID T I aREHAT e
RRYY T qROAl Hed:
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prarabhyate na khalu vighnabhayena nicaih

prarabhya vighnavihata viramanti madhyah.

vighnaih sahasragunitairapi hanyamanah
prarabdhamuttamaguna na parityajanti. Kakolikiva /220

-mean people are afraid of completing any task. Mediocre people start but
give up whenever they encounter obstacle. Meritorious people are unwavering
in their pursuit of goal even if they confront thousands of drawbacks.

Thereupon, people must be resilient like the meritorious people. We
should not give up any work which we start. We should start our daily
work in due time. This habit makes us noble man in our society.

Endeavour is the root of success

The motivation for any venture depends on person’s will. People have
to confront various types of obstacles in every work. However, men can
surpass any impediment by his unflinching will. Men can accomplish
seemingly impossible task by his intrinsic mental powers and perseverance.
Such example of persistence is found in Mitrabheda tantras’s story of the
Bird Pair and the Sea (1/12). In this story, a small female bird named
Tittibh laid eggs in the shore of a sea. One day the tide of the sea washed
away the eggs during the full-moon. As Tittibht was a little bird, it was
impossible for her to retrieve the eggs from the sea. However, male bird,



158 The Arts Faculty Journal, Vol. 13 No. 18, July 2022-June 2023

Tittibha, was unwavering determined to rescue the eggs. He organized all
birds such as Cranes, peacocks, cuckoos etc. and went to Garura, the king
of birds. As Garura was the king, he was bound to listen the distress of his
subjects. He promised to assist Tittibha after listening the tragic loss. Then
Garura went to Bhagavan Visnu, lord of Garura, and explained the tragic
incident of Tittibha Bhagavan Visnu had intimate friendship with the
ocean. He rebuked the ocean and asked him to return the eggs to Tittibha.
As Tittibha was tenacious, he could able to retrieve the lost eggs.

In many cases, we often lose our sprit to accomplish the task because
of failure. We usually consider we are incapable of completing the task due
to our negative internal monologue. However, there is nothing impossible
that man can’t do. Man can accomplish any task by dint of diligent and
inspiration. Hence, people are very involved with audacity. In the same
vein, the author explains

Ieguq &f aftgaal a1 gaR:
1 g ey U WA @ T AR IR b H/234

udyamena hi siddhyanti karyani na manorathaih.

na hi simhasya suptasya pravisanti mukhe myrgah. Mitra-prapti /135
-goals that are set to accomplish cannot be done by fanciful
thoughts but by the diligence; the animal of the forest does not
automatically enter the mouth of a sleeping lion.

Jn the next verse, the writer describes

ICIH a1 TSI FiEdl HARYT:
TR Zal STeUd Ue HIedl a0 Hargam | AfRIRIYaib /236

udyamena vind rajanna sidhyanti manorathah.
katara iti jalpanti yad bhavym tad bhavisyati. Mitra-prapti /136
-O king, desires are not fulfilled without perseverance. ‘Whatever

happens, happens’ is the thought of timid person.
Hospitality is a great virtue

The people of Indian subcontinent are always hospitable. People reckon
hospitality is a holy thing. They consider guest as a god. It is illustrated in
Mitra-bheda tantra in the story of the Foolish Sage and the Jackal (1/4) that a
stranger sought a shelter in a tailor’s house because of impending darkness.
The tailor welcomed him warmly. It is added gods become pleased if guests
are served. Then the wife of tailors served him greatly with foods. It is added
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samprapto yo atithih sayam siryodho grhamedhinam.

Piijaya tasya daivatwam prayanti grhamedhinah. Mitra-bheda/171
-by hosting the guest who arrives at the house in the evening, com-
ing with the sun; householders are ascended to the place of god.

It is also added
JARTAAN AU 3T ADI:

TTERa MaHe! SRETESHYHAUTdd:1 AfRYEH /903

swagatendgnayastrpta asanena satakratuh.

padasaicena govindo arghacchambhustathatitheh. Mitra-bheda/173
-if guest is welcomed, the fire god will be satisfied; if the guest
is offered to take sit, Indra will be pleased; if the guest is served
properly, Shambhu will be elated; if the foots of guest are washed,
Govinda will be satisfied.

In Kakolikiya tantra, in the story of the Pigeon and the Hunter (3/7)
in a jungle, there lived a couple of pigeons. They made a nest in a big tree.
One day a hunter captured a female pigeon by net. He caged the pigeon
and was looking for more hunting but failed. Then he started back to his
home with the caged pigeon. After few minutes, he faced storm and rains
and was compelled to take shelter under a banyan tree. Then he cried and
prayed loudly for his rescue because he was exhausted. There was a male
pigeon lived in that tree. The hunter detained the wife of that male pigeon.
The caged wife of the pigeon understood it and told her husband to serve
the hunter as he was guest to him. It was narrated in the holy book,

g oAl YR JUTRIDHd! - gorid |
TN gV aadl Ydad AT | FTRTH e 4 8

yah sayamatithim praptam yathdasakti na piijayet.

tasyasau duskrtam datva sukytam capakarsati. Kakolikiya /154
-if the guest who arrives at a house in the evening is not welcomed
properly by the householder, then the guest gives his sin to house-
holder and takes virtue from him.

Therefore, guest should be treated properly. This tradition runs
thousands of years in our society. We are very cordial to guest for a long
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time. We have plenty of reputation as hospitable nation over the world.
Actually, it is our culture. Therefore, we should maintain it properly.

Character is the highest property

Character is the most important merit of human being. It is superior to
knowledge, intellect and wealth. Everyone loves a noble man. A noble man
always champions the truth and ethics. He always wishes welfare of the
people, what man cannot achieve by power and wealth that can be gained by
character. The noble man is loved as much as the fragrance of flowers by the
people. For example, wise men are loved all over the world because of their
noble characters. Human rights are rarely violated in a society where the
wise men with integrity are majority. Then that society is bound to improve
in the field of knowledge, science, culture etc. It is stated in Paricatantra

ol Lfered = A HIRIRIIARH /28R

vidhitsnam Stlasamam na canyat. Mitra-prapti /162
-there is no valuable ornament like the character

Wicked person, on the other hand, can be compared to the beast. They
are burden to the society. They are engaged in immoral activities because
of their lack of morality. Consequently, the society becomes unstable.
Therefore, they are harmful for society, nation and country. People don’t
respect them although they possess power and wealth. Generally, people
get relief in their death.

Thereupon, to establish oneself as a noble man, one must possess
integrity. Generally noble men do not violate any rule which is important
for making good society.

Learned person is ever respected

A wise person is revered across the world. People can be wise
through the proper education. The wise person is the one who achieves
the knowledge in a systematic manner. Everyone loves him. For instance,
the king is only honored by his subjects, the wise person, however, is
respected by the people across the globe. This is the difference between
the king and the prudent person. On the other hand, an ignorant person is
not respected in the society in spite of his vast wealth and blue blood. For
example, ornaments increase the beauty of people, in the same manner,
knowledge increases the beauty of the personality. Generally, people
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forget the powerful persons after few days of their death; however, the
people always remember the prudent persons even after thousands of years
of their death. Rabindranath Tagore, Sir Isaac Newton, Galileo, Valmiki
etc. for example, are remembered by the people after ages. Actually, they
don’t belong to any particular country; they are the citizen of the globe
regardless of boundaries. It is stated in Paricatantra

gfeadad 9 Judd 9 9 I8 derad |
AR Yo ST Afea SRR Lo 1 AfQRURTIAbH /4o

vidvattvam ca nypatvam ca naiva tulyam kadacana.

Svadese pijyate raja vidvan sarvatra pujyate. Mitra-prapti /57
-the king and learned person are not equal. The king is only re-
spected by his fellow countrymen but the wise is honored by all.

Conclusion

The lessons of ethics are extremely crucial for human beings. There
are two kinds of education in the society: good lesson and bad lesson. Evil
education may collapse the order of the society. On the other hand, moral
lesson helps to build a discipline society. It is universal truth that good
values and senses contribute to mold an ethical human being. The moral
lessons extracted from Paricatantra may be vital for the current society.
The advice regarding the consequences of greed, the positive outcome
of unity, ways of building characters, significant of education etc. in
Paiicatantra is valuable for the current context. One of the seminal factors
behind the degradation of our society is the education devoid of moral
values. In this circumstance, the society can be salvaged if the people can
internalize the precious lessons from Paricatantra.
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