BT Ry “If@T 1 72T 308 8 So¢ (FF), GITHRA 2038
ISSN : 2411-9059, e-ISSN: 3006-3078 DOI : http://dx.doi.org/10.62296/DVP/10405/012

SR 57 R+ e & T Foif R

IR 2T+
A I

Abstract: Mythology captures a distinctive aspect of
cultural folklore, usually emerging from the imaginative
realms of ancient societies. Despite its magical veneer,
myths foster profound insights into societal realities. This
article explores existing societal insights into the Snake
goddess archetype in mythologies from different cultures
across the globe. It depicts how this godly feminine figure
intersects with prevailing patriarchal structures, scrutinising
stereotypical gender roles, sexuality, and cultural attitudes.
However, three foundational textbooks, 4 Dictionary of
World Mythology (1986), Gods and Goddesses: A Treasury
of Deities and Tales from World Mythology (1996), and The
World Mythology Collection (2022) have been consulted
that provided essential guidelines for selecting principal
mythologies examined in this research. Additionally, the
present study selects eight mythologies (Mesopotamian,
Egyptian, Greek, Indian, East Asia, Mesoamerican, African,
and Celtic Mythology) based on three main factors:
geographic locations, cultural diversity and ancient
literature. In light of Social Semiotics, Representation
theory, and Postmodern feminist theory and following
purposive sampling this article comprehensively analyzes
twelve snake goddesses across these mythologies to
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interpret their cultural heritage, traditions, and symbolism.
Nevertheless, the concept of ‘shwarpa devi’ or Snake
goddess is analysed as a symbolic representation of power,
resilience, and sensuality, which is often constrained by
societal expectations and culturally defined subordinate
roles of women. Despite the evolving positive image and
archetype of Snake goddesses in different cultures, the
patriarchal society always tends to marginalize women's
contributions to human civilization.
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TS THAgHR ey 52 ¢ e e ¢ IRFhe Afvafrres fogor foy
=g TR R | ST IS HTorgd WHIT [RUsae T =0 ©f T q1dl =6
FACS AT ©I2 @2 NI @ Togfore 79 W 7 (connotation)
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o FeR AR O fEc e fyorer e | afmE fTeaes 1 R
SOGT S fACaEe S (581 B AR A (A1 pfad Acasioren
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MRATHR =T T TRCZ LFR A S0 WS ZAZ (Deane, 1833) 1 Reww s@ear
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34 (Fontenrose, 1980) | (GG s&1ce foamrets aows 1 &3
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(ACTCOE T GR *PTOISIT AT T | O[S 788 T (7leeT o g
TAA AN FACEE AT WIS eI 0 (Pinch, 2003) | RTS8 TN 479 4R
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o vy R gk e W Wy 32, Ok TRIS G Sfeee et
TG ARER ffers | e g F9e QEbER ANt
SR (A A o fetna Tgy st e *I1fe ¢ sl ffe e |
Pt 41 =0oT @, TR IR SAfE 0 A1 SR BT S S e
(AR T (RGO o959 8 @t & @@ (Wilkinson, 2003) |
CTRBETRES (7S bR@d e dr 2ot afsdr s 2w g /i
TRSfe SfeeRE R SRR &fs FoR afsriy JzeFd | O bl
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IS == T (Medusa) 5R@G | GIEAR S°F M2 @GR 19 & GoeaT
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oI feifers fore™ | I 2ok 906 (ARl AIREER Y | G GrTH
AT TG 8 HAeIReCTR et woaRT, Iee Seifiaer wa =@ quae
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T G5 2T G A1 et ¢ S Ruaeieee a1 J=wesi< | I
& afety TR G, egfe aR GRS *fex oy wioe KA afefiag
IE | OO (AT TP TP A SRS (6 ORI ol
eI =2 2eacR | (r9el RO WEs el AN & TRAT TS TR
TACP; SASINS A 6 ] A (1 (A4 WP #1[© FACS (BT | GF FAR
feqme vfi@ Femeem g e T e famaefa ey sfvmeigs
AT AT TG | NACE SoGIoe a1 TEACZ W& il el (3T Sifers,
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@R GRF GR TRE O Afcens (1, 39 QR F=E 2 bW AP |
SRS AR A e = W G (C1RF, 200%) | AT W] WG AT vIv
AR AN TS (A SCH JA *1@ = | T fer Forw 971 7R e
S RS IR FOOI (AT RCAR AT |

¢.c % afrme afetar 7 @3 9F affm &fey o, Rew v o,
M 6 (BIRRE @ A (A PR Sty AR | B0, T RGO
FRe 7 WA @y RS w1 o ofaifie Fifkface qear
(Nuwa/Nu gua) , G &feter @Feiai (Benzaiten) @3 (SR TKFFoTS
&I (Eopsin) 7 @&t B «fifow |

o (Tafas Ffface wf @_i9 fZewd 99 (Nuwa/Nu gua)- @3
6T “reT T | AR I OF GG A WA 7 AAphoa ez
@ Re Hfee 1 =7 | 98 uR OF ©iR (Vo ) FHE (Fuxi)
GFE A YIS TR CABICAT SR (AT AR | Chfae 7[a1el wepiedt, e
T4 7T (AP T NGB BB o2 = FICafeeT J67 O GRS A
STt 53T e 7o Rarere ket @y e fgfodieTer foe wcafest (N,
2023) | ©IR Cofp FTCE ANME 2= G Ao Gy JSAF ToAPT] el
O | WSl B @R I KA (0P G7 NG s7Fa 3 qeene [
4 TS | (1R IR SAIBI BIee Irpoifes #if= e efbem fes a3 Jer 7R
el M e [{eafbe 2l | 2@ S ey, [RAE e[8eR M4
e AR fBfodierer war e MRefs T Fcafee | ([T keee
T THE A0 RPN TSCE el T4 20Ol | SR 70 G5 oI5 Ty
GOTR (@, (9 REA GS RS CTMCE FRCT O S0 =PI Rl
TS FeACR (Christie, 1983) |
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ety o7 (At =@ (@@enee (Benzaiten) | fof¥ ®oifew A1 @@ s
Fexe #Iffo® | O o1 SRS ZeeTT MF-LR AW A= DT G0 TS |
TAI @ @I, W, ETWE, A 8 fgees @t e s [eavar
T | @EAGIOT TR, TEel G HfES el TR ACAS TS |
SI(E 22 (@¥, FW 8 (FAF TAIfeT AT e @ = | &b S
wfear wier R GRS T o) SRR vy et | et
SR T SIREANHE (@R APl =fee Ate  (Ludvik,
2012) | TG @ SRS TN (@FEETIRCHCHF Y (% 8 T Sy G
MO Y M I =W, AW W TMEE (A R 8 Ewer
@I | TSNS @ el zes fofas w1 = R WwerR o e
(T ImRE) Tee bfde 0 =01 Wges Sy B wich S@eR
(@SOS SCAPOT (A1 A Feof (7l I (Kinsley,1998) |

@R fRifes FifEfare 7 @& e «fibe 2e™™ (Eopsin) |
i Besif*m a1 2gafeig wTws #ffbe, IF =L == T AT R T
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