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Abstract

Islam is not only a dogmatic or metaphysical religion. It has direct manner
on all aspects of worldly affairs also. It has implications with all spheres of
human life and shows humankind the best way to conduct their private,
social, political, economic, spiritual and other fields of life. It is thus called
a complete code of life. In its social sphere, Islam laid down many such
large guiding social values and principles which effectively built an edifice
for a coherent, stable, peaceful and prosperous society. One of these
principles is the Islamic ideal of brotherhood (ukhuwwah/ ap?j This ideal
indicates simultaneously brotherhood of a Muslim with another Muslim.
Whereas the first brotherhood concept ensures a rational ummatism of
Mu’minun (one nationhood of believers), the second brotherhood concept
upholds the base for peaceful and cooperative relation between Muslims
and others. Thus, this later concept upholds the foundation of pluralism
and multiculturalism in Islamic social, political, religious and cultural
contexts. Al-Quran and Al-Hadith have abundant references to the ideals of
Islamic brotherhood. These legal compendiums of Islam are indicative of
the fact that Tawhid (unity of God) is the pillar of believer’s brotherhood.
Besides, five fundamentals of Islam, such as Iman, Salat, Sawm, Hajj and
Zakat are also some provisions which play greater role to build a sound
brotherhood environment in Islam. As the prejudice of human supremacy
on the basis of sex, color, ethnic, social or political origin is a barrier to
brotherhood and fellow feeling hence, such prejudice has been out rightly
discarded by the Quran and the Sunnah. This article presents and explains
some of the above ideals and reference of the Quran and the Sunnah
relating to brotherhood. Besides, one of the Turkish great intelligentsia
Said Bediuzzaman Nursi has also been referred in the article for his unique
thought on Islamic brotherhood. According to him, Muslim should practice
properly the ideals of the Quran and the Sunnah to build a consistent,
cooperative, peaceful and prosperous Muslim ummah and it is an utmost
necessity for Muslim ummah to strive for self-purifications to build a bond
of unbreakable brotherhood which could contribute to build a better world.
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Brotherhood

The adjoining association and tie that can take consign between two
people throughout the route of their life span is that of brotherhood.
Though the relationship amid a father and his kids is much stronger and
powerful than the binds of brotherhood, but this affiliation (amid a father
and his kid) is one in which the two people are not on the same rank from
the point of view of time, position, nature and the level of admiration,
they are dissimilar. The only relationship that is an absolute expression of
strong harmony, love and affection is the one that exists between two
people who are living on a same plane in life and this is the relationship of
brotherhood and sisterhood. This indissoluble relationship that has been
brought about by creation is continuously found in all environments and
societies and is the secret behind love, affection and closeness that exists
between individuals. It is since of this fact that the Qur’an encourages
humankind to unite and come together under the principles of love and
affection and thus, has referred to the realistic believers of a humanity as
being brothers (and sisters) of one another. Al-Quran said: 553) O sl )

Osaald (KB Al 1 KAl G 1AL
Without doubt the believers are brothers of one another so then make

peace and harmony between your brothers and have consciousness of
Allah so that maybe He will show you mercy.*

At first time in the world history, a group of people that numbered
hundreds of millions was brought jointly as brothers of one another and the
next ruling was made their slogan and motto: 353 (5wl L) 'Without
doubt the believers are brothers of one another..."'

Total responsibilities and ambitions have been revealed in the books of
Ahadith and Jurisprudence elaborately. Hence, until unity of thinking and
spirit regarding one goal and belief is not established, there can never be
firm unity and association of individuals. Never would a Muslim one who
has true faith in One Allah and the Day of Judgment and who believes in
the governance of justice and equality and who deems it necessary to
follow the noble moral traits and the humanistic virtues be able to become
the brother of an atheist who does not believe in Allah or the Last Day and
who feels that ethical teachings and behavior are just play things and
considers such teachings as parables. It is through uniting small
independent forces with one another that under the shadow of such



Brotherhood in Islam and thoughts of Said Bediuzzaman Nursi 3

harmony can great power and potency come about which would be
capable to carry about abundant modifications in the lives of community.

Conversely, when all of these small rivers unite to build one major
body of water, then at this time they are capable to make thousands of
kilowatts of electricity and it is through this one large river that thousands
of hectares of land can be irrigated. Where do all of these enormous
rewards come from? They come about throughout the union of small drops
of water that were once weedy and did not have the capability to do
anything on their own. Not only must the physical power of the people be
made use of with everyone working towards one common goal, rather we
must also look for support through the intelligence and talent of the
members of society. Throughout winning advice, working mutually and
accepting the opinions of others, we must eradicate the repulsive
complexity that we face. The Holy Qur’an considers asking advice and
changes one’s outlook as one of the uniqueness of a person with true faith
and has said: Uss 5 mei osd abal 5 Bslall 1gldl G agdy)l ) AR ol

Ol M)

And those people who respond to the call of their Lord and who (also)

uphold the Salat and proceed in their activities through consultation with

one another and give out in charity of that which we have granted to
them.?

Foundation of Unity

The great organizers of humankind who take their stimulation from the
Divine Revelation — have said that the prime pillar of population must be
based on harmony of thinking and philosophy. The community of that
humanity who from the point of view of their ideological beliefs and
practice of thought share a familiar opinion have been referred to as
brothers of one another, and thus, their saying would be: 353) syl L),
“Without doubt the believers are brothers of one another...” The greatest
leader of civilization, Rasulullah (peach be upon him-pbuh) classified the
citizens within a society who have true belief as being equal to the branch
of one body, such that they all share one familiar thought and ideology,
one heart that orders and governs over them and whose hearts are
combined.?

Rasulullah (pbuh) was capable to bring the hearts of different factions
of citizens collectively and bring people of various nations each of which
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had their own nationality and language together as one nation and make
them brothers of one another, then he was capable to do so because he was
able to bring about one common united thought and ideology amid them
all. Moreover, the direction of all of their lives was geared towards one
goal and all of their ideas and thoughts were guided into one foremost
idea.

The dwellers of Madina- Muhajirin and the Ansar had been brought up
in two absolutely dissimilar surroundings and each of them felt some sort
of superiority over the other group, while the Ansar themselves were
divided into two groups which had the fires of war strong between them
for years. The Muslims who had come from places far and wide such as
Habsha (Ethiopa) and other parts of the world abruptly united on the land
of Madinah. From the point of view of their nationality and language, a
greater part of them disagreed from one another. The most powerful of
relationships that existed amid all these community keeping in mind the
differences that were also there - was the relationship of true faith and
religious brotherhood through which the hostility, disgust and other
harmful effects that their differences created among themselves, was
detached from their minds.

At one time, Rasulullah (pbuh) stood up in the Masjid, turned towards
the Muslims and said: ol ol A 3 135 “(O” people!) Stand up
so that | can make you brothers of one another (in the name of
Allah).” Hearing this, the Muslims stood up and each one was made a
brother of another one whom they had a great deal of love and affection
for and it was here that Rasulullah (pbuh) chose Amir al-Mu’minin "Ali
ibn Abi Talib (peace be upon him) as his own brother.* This kind of
brotherhood which took place amid a very small circle of nation is a minor
instance of the unity that lined over the Islamic society which included all
Muslims and ready them brothers of one another. From the greatness of
this Islamic brotherhood, the Muslims were victorious over all of their
difficulties and as long as this religious bond of love and sympathy was
among them, they had superiority over the whole globe. Self- forfeit

Self-sacrifice throughout Brotherhood

Brotherhood teaches us self sacrifice. One of the supreme expressions
and manifestations of brotherhood is that a Muslim does not manipulate
upon the life, status and assets of his brother. This matter has been
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mentioned in one of the valuable pieces of advice from Rasulullah (pbuh)
which he delivered to a large gathering of people in Mina. In that
congregation, he turned towards his accompanying persons and addressed
them as such: “(O’ People!) Today is a day which is very sacred in the
sight of your Lord and this land of Mina too is one of holiness and this
month (Dhul Hijjah) which we are currently in, is a dignified month in the
view of Allah (Subhanahu Wataala-swt)!”” Hadith of Rasulullah (pbuh): &)
B 5 b Kb b ay LA Aa Kl el G &N G &t
XA “Ungquestionably your lives and your properties and your
reputations are all sacred and sacrosanct just as this day of yours,
this land of yours and this month of yours (are sacred).”’
Rasulullah (pbuh) repetitive this ruling three times and then looked
towards the sky and said: &b 2l (‘O Allah! You bear witness that)
I have (fulfilled my responsibility and) conveyed the message.’ For
raising this religious correlation, Islam has laid down instructions
throughout which the Muslims are capable to build their brotherhood and
love for one another known (to one another) in a useful approach.

Rasulullah (pbuh) has said: 4% aedhlad 5 aeedl’i 8 sblsall L)
SYAPEPPEN RN | R WL R KK EN PR = s PR o< N W |
‘Surely the believers — in relation to the mercy and compassion
and affection (that they show for one another) - are the same as
one body. Therefore, if one part of the body is feeling pain, then it
complains about this pain to the other parts of the body through a
fear and hurt (so that the body can help the hurt or injured part)’.®
So, any time a Muslim is facing problems or difficulties, it is responsibility
upon all the individuals of the society to flash to his aid and to also share
in his grief. In the second Hadith, Rasulullah (pbuh) has said: & sl
Al e Glo B A G MU el a8 G Ml o &S The value of
the blood (the lives) of the Muslims is equivalent to another
Muslim and even the smallest trust that is given from one of them
to another must be honoured, and in the face of foreigners
(enemies) they are all united together and are one force (against
the opponents)’.” Above mentioned two Hadith are enough for us in
relation to Islamic brotherhood, which is one of the most vital ideologies
of Islam as well as for the Muslims.

It is clear that the neighboring relationship and firmest link which can
exist within a society and which will never be broken is the religious
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similarity which includes all limits of class, cultural variety and religious
levels and we must fight to uphold this gain that the religion has given us.
One of the essential criterions for religious brotherhood is that whenever
two factions of Muslims fall into variation with one another, it is essential
for all of the believers to fight and try to put out the blazes of battle
between them and to raise the flag of peace and agreement over them. But,
Islam is not adamant to attain peace at any cost. Rather, Islam wants peace
on the basis of justice and equality and one in which the rights of both
sides are protected and thus, the following verse of the Qur’an mentions:
Jally Ui V\aLdls . So then make peace between the two parties with
Jjustice...” And Allah (swt) said: 15083 1858 Uy Lo all Sy | haiely
Ws e A& UNA) s Aaiall &8 0 Gl el K0y Kl Al ok
Osigd WAh il & A WX G LB W oh s ‘Hold firmly to
the rope of Allah all together and do not become divided. Remember the
favor of Allah upon you, when you were enemies and He brought your
hearts together and you became brothers by His favor. You were on the
edge of a pit of the Fire and He saved you from it. Thus does Allah make
clear to you His verses that you may be guided’® Allah (swt) also said:
bl cpll e Wl 8 UanS Uy ol Ui ol Wil W D@l W ol
any Lagely &) W T hey say: Our Lord, forgive us and our brothers who
preceded us in faith and put not in our hearts any resentment toward those
who have believed. Our Lord, You are Kind and Merciful 9 Another verse
of the Holy Quran, osield &5, Ul il &1 KGT o35 ) “Verily, this
nation of yours is one nation and I am your Lord, so worship Me’*°
Further Allah (swt) said: ol 2 KAl 583Vl slall | el 1408 o
Osalay o8l LUl Badls ‘If they repent, establish prayer, and give charity,
then they are your brothers in religion. We detail the verses for people

;11
who know’.

The Holy Quran uses a beautiful style with a profound message
towards showing the Islamic Brotherhood. The Qur'an teaches us to use
instead of saying, "greet each other" it says, "greet yourself."*. Instead of
saying, "do not defame each other," it says, "do not defame yourself."*.
Instead of saying, "do not kill each other," it says, "do not kill yourself."*4.
It is clear that, whatever is happening to others in the Brotherhood is
actually happening to yourself. It is similar to show any aggression against
any part of the Brotherhood is an aggression against all of the brotherhood.
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Hadith on Brotherhood and Sisterhood

There are several hadithes on brotherhood, which indicate importance
and necessity of brotherhood. Some Hadithes are cited here. Hazrat Anas
lon Malik (R.) reported: Rasulullah (pbuh) said: G s 85T (e U
adl) G Lo )l J8 Sl 4aU ‘None of you has faith until he loves for his
brother or his neighbor what he loves for himself’.*> An-Nu’man Ibn
Basheer (R.) Reported: Rasulullah (pbuh) said: ‘The example of the
believers in their affection, mercy, and compassion for each other is that of
a body. When any limb aches, the whole body reacts with sleeplessness
and fever’ ™ Hazrat Abu Huraira (R.) reported: The Messenger of Allah
(pbuh) said: Vsl Wy 1 lad Wy ) Llad Wy cpanll GXT 3Bl 0 (laly 280)
Ua) alll Se 15580 15508 Uy I smeld Uy 1 50uaS Uy ‘Beware of suspicion,
for suspicion is the most false of speech. Do not seek out faults, do not spy
on each other, do not contend with each other, do not envy each other, do
not hate each other, and do turn away from each other. Rather, be
servants of Allah as brothers’*" Another Hadith from Abu Huraira (R.), he
reported: Rasulullah (pbuh) said: 155 Wy 1 hmeld Uy | e8ald Uy |05
Uy Al U Ll Al LGl UGA) alll Se 1538, (o o Klany o U
Ghla & ooy U A1 ‘Do not envy each other, do not outbid each
other, do not hate each other, do not turn away from each other, and do
not outsell each other. Rather, be servants of Allah as brothers. The
Muslim is the brother of another Muslim. He does not wrong him or

humiliates him or look down upon him. Righteousness is here ™.

These Hadithes indicate the necessity and significance of brotherhood
and sisterhood in Islam for making a superior world. Therefore, we should
build strong unity and brotherhood in the world by teaching from the
Hadithes.

Nursi’s thoughts on Brotherhood

Bediuzzaman Said Nursi was born in the village of Nurs®® in Hizan, in
the city of Bitlis in the year of 1876/1877/1878. He received education in
a neighborhood Madrasah at his very early years. He was a talented
celebrity. An abundance of intelligent and magnetic leadership traits,
which are blessings of Allah, were indentified in his childhood. He
possessed an enquiring intellect and rational thinking at extraordinary
levels. He was renowned with the title of ‘Badiuzzaman’ referred as ‘the
wonder of the time’. In his school years, he memorized 90 books on basic
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Islamic knowledge. He used to repeat one of them every night. At the age
of 20, he was skilled of debating with the academics of the time.

Nursi said in respect of brotherhood, nations are mistaken from the
perspective of knowledge. Love and bad feeling are contradictory, like
Islamic Brotherhood and Sisterhood, light and darkness, and so their true
nature cannot be united in a single heart. If love is really felt in a heart due
to the preponderance of the reasons that engender it, aggression expects
the form of misfortune. Believers should love and indeed do love their
brothers and sisters in faith and be pained by any evil seen in them. They
should try to help them reform themselves only with gentleness.
Rasulullah (pbuh) said: ‘Believers should not be angry with each other, nor
refuse to speak to each other for more than three days’?. Brotherhood
requires societal harmony and unity. If you are in the similar team as
somebody also, you will think pleasant regarding him and so form an
equally welcoming relation as you are controlled by one commandant.

Nursi believed that it is one kind of injustice to offer hostility to the
believers. In this regard he quoted verse of the Holy Quran- astal (lalll )
"J&That means ‘Verily, man is given up to injustice and ingratitude’?. He
said, Creator, Owner and God of believers is one and undivided and
several things are dissimilar among them. Prophet, religion, village,
country etc. are same and equal amid the believers he said also®.
Therefore, they should remove all kinds of evil doing to take unhindered
Brotherhood. He said, if you want to express antagonism you can do this
against inner enemy of your heart, Nafs-i Ammarah and its intention. So it
is required to purify human’s own heart.

Nursi realized according to Hadith of Rasulullah (pbuh)- o=l 5 4 sl
& oSally &) & | This means ‘Loving for God’s sake; disliking for God’s
sake; judging for God’s sake®. If anyone disregards these principles,
attempts to do justice will result in injustice. There is an important fact:
‘Ali (R.) one time felled a nonbeliever in a war and just as he was about to
kill him. The unbeliever spat at him and ‘Ali (R.) released him. When the
unbeliever asked why you released me? ‘Ali (R.) replied, ‘I was going to
kill you for God’s sake. But I became annoyed when you spat at me, and
so my intention’s purity was clouded by my soul’s tendency. So, I did not
kill you.” The unbeliever replied, ‘I spat at you so that you would become
crazy and kill me immediately. If your religion is so pure and fair-minded,
it must be the truth’®,
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Nursi believed, a pleasant social life wants that inner hostilities be
elapsed and discarded when the people is confronted with foreign enemies.
Islam teaches the believers to control excitements and aggressive
partisanship; otherwise strength will weaken so much that even a small
force will be capable for hitting. If you have any promise to a combined
life of social agreement and unity, build the rule of & (HGil& asall (a5l
Ury &2y means “The believers are together like a firm building, one part
of which supports the other’®®. Nursi requested the people to accept this
teaching of Rasulullah (pbuh) as a guideline of their life; resultantly people
will get release from adversity of earthly life and suffering from hereafter.

Nursi opined, it is required to face bad deed by good dealings for
defeating enemy. Because, enemy will be repentant and friend by facing
with good behavior. Nursi’s Maktubat testified- ¢ 5 -48L ay <1 Caa <1 il 13)
la 2l w S) <l That means ‘If you provide your good behavior with
honorable persons then they will be your friends and if you offer your
good behavior to bad persons then they will revolt’®. Thus as per this
principle believers should be a pitiful. Eventually, your enemy and bad
person will surrender to you. Nursi said, if it is called to a dreadful person
that you are good then he will be fine and if it is called to a good person
you are not good then he will be awful. In this regard, Nursi cited the
verses of the Holy Quran as follows: WS 15y sl 155 135 —and when
they pass by some vain things, they pass by with dignity’®. And &3 o)'s
ans) it ) 08 ) 58S 1 ATy —<and if you efface and forbear and pardon,
then Allah is indeed Oft-Forgiving, Most-Merciful’®®. Nursi believed
peace and security will come down by following above Quranic standard.

Nursi said, Muslims should protect unitedly their enemy without any
divisions among them. But nowadays, it is matter of sorrow that Muslims
are engaged in several clashes amid them. So they are suffering oppression
continuously. He also said, enemy of Muslims is everywhere and they
attack on Muslims unitedly. In this connection, Muslims have to strong
their defensive condition and have to determine to help one another. He
believed that sincerity of spiritual life and worship are spoiled for the
reason of malice; it damages honesty of intention and deeds, and leads to
injustice. Hence Muslims have to remove spite, envy, jealousy, and
malevolence.

Nursi opined that avidity is a one kind of dangerous disease. It brings
frustration, scarcity, poverty, misfortune and adversity. Bad effect of
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greediness appears in all aspects of mankind. On the other hand by
depending on Allah avidity is removed and increased support. Plants find
food fully only depending on Allah without searching it. But animals do
not get full sustenance in spite of hard work for it. Therefore, avidity is a
cause for deprivation and downfall and dependence on Allah is a medium
of sympathy.

Concluding Remarks

In this article, some Islamic teachings of brotherhood, its importance
of unity and self sacrifice have been explored. It is evident that Islam has
offered a unique teaching for human brotherhood and laid a greater
emphasis on it. From the above discussion it is also apparent that
brotherhood is an utmost necessity for world civilization and development,
and there is no alternative to it. It is also clear that Said Bediuzzaman
Nursi, a man of versatile knowledge and spirituality, also called humans’
world over for building solid tie of brotherhood in his thoughts and works.
His renowned treatise ‘Risala-i Nur’ is such a torch-bearer work. In that
work he covered almost all issues of human development. All kind of
inspirations and teachings are there in his treaties for refraining from all ill
practices, clashes, and hateful criticisms for the sake of building a peaceful
Muslim world. In our incoherent and conflicting world the importance of
Nursi’s teachings and thoughts are truly invaluable.
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