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Abstract: Postcolonialism emerges as an evolved form of
colonialism, characterised by a consciousness rooted in resistance
against all ongoing modes of exploitation exercised by colonial
powers. The eminent poet of the 1940s, Ahsan Habib, witnessed
the aggression of two colonial regimes during his lifetime. This
historical confrontation perhaps endowed him with a heightened
sensitivity, enabling him to perceive how colonial forces strive to
erase the indigenous culture, knowledge systems, and centuries-old
traditions from the consciousness of the colonized. Such efforts
result in the internalisation of a sense of inferiority and negativity
toward one’s own cultural identity. Through these mechanisms, the
colonial ruling class proclaims its own culture, education, and
civilisation as superior, thereby insidiously extending the
destructive grip of colonization into the psyche of the subjugated.

Postcolonialism, therefore, identifies and interrogates the
aggression, hegemony, and the eventual process of decolonisation
experienced by the colonized populace. Ahsan Habib’s literary
consciousness reflects a desire to transcend the overwhelming
dominance of colonial rule. In this process of transcendence, he
seeks a return to the soil, culture, and the enriched historical legacy
of Bengal. In times of colonial chaos, when individual existence is
thrust into crisis, postcolonial literary expressions become a
medium for reclaiming a defeated identity. Consequently, the
construction of selthood and the assertion of inner strength become
central to the recovery process.

This paper aims to explore the extent to which colonial aggression
left a deep imprint on Ahsan Habib’s consciousness and, from a
postcolonial perspective, to investigate whether his poetic voice
undertakes the task of constructing an identity-based resistance
against the dominant colonial discourse.
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Who have been subjected to the colonization of their lands and
cultures, and the denial of their sovereignty, by a colonizing
society that has come to dominate and determine the shape and
quality of their lives, even after it has formally pulled out (Smith,
1999, P. 7)
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We understand now why the black man cannot take pleasure in
his insularity. For him there is only one way out, and it leads into
the white world. Whence his constant preoccupation with
attracting the attention of the white man, his concern with being
powerful like white man, ... it is from whitin that the Negro will
seek admittance to the white sanctuary. The attitude derives from
the intention (Fanon, 2008, P. 36).
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