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Abstract:The legendary storyteller Shahidul Zahir has left a legacy
of creative excellence through his few yet significant body of work
that has elevated the standard of Bangladeshi short stories to a
unique level. Notably, nature and women occupy a significant place
in his short stories and create new frontiers of possibilities for
critical thinking and artistic freedom. Zahir in his writings exhibit
how women and nature often function parallelly; sometimes, they
even complement one another. It is to be noted that ecofeminism
focuses on women and nature as subjects to patriarchal exploitation
and according to the theory, the oppression of women and the
exploitation of nature are interconnected. Ecofeminism stands firm
against such oppression by emphasising cooperative relationships
among men, women, and nature. Based on these considerations, the
article explores the treatment of women and nature in Shahidul
Zahir’s short stories through the lens of the ecofeminist theory.
Therefore, it employs a textual and thematic analysis within the
framework of ecofeminist theory to examine how women and
nature are represented in Zahir’s short fiction. The findings indicate
that Zahir’s narratives not only reveal the interconnected
oppression of women and nature under patriarchy but also envision
alternative modes of harmony and liberation through cooperative
relations. Thus, an ecofeminist reading of Zahir’s short stories offer
new interpretive horizons that not only enriches literary analysis
but also opens up new perspectives on social justice, environmental
awareness and gender equality.
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Language that depicts women, animals, and nonhuman nature as
inferior to (having less status, value, or prestige than) men and
male-identified culture. Women routinely are described in
pejorative animal terms : Women are dogs, cats, catty, pussycats,
pussies, pets, bunnies, dumb bunnies, cows, sows, foxes, chicks,
bitches, beavers, old bats, old hens, old crows, queen bees,...
elephants and whales (warren, 2000, p. 27).
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The role of women and animals in postindustrial society is to
serve/be served up; women and animals are the used. Whether
created as ideological icons to justify and preserve the superiority
of men or captured as servants to provide for and comfort, the
connection women and animals share is present in both theory and
practice (Gruen, 1993, p. 61).
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The structures of patriarchy heteronormativity and racism
and colonialism and speciesism are not simply similar or
metaphorically connected, but rather, work together (not always
or simultaneously) to solidify the power the dominant class gains
through the construction of a subordinated “other”. Though some
get confused by identity politics in debates about these
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intersections, these are structures or system of power (Gruen,
2014, p. 129).
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When we start to understand that the Earth is alive, she calls us to act
to preserve her life. when we understand that everything is interconnected,
we are called to a politics and set of actions that come from compassion,
from the ability to literally feel with all living beings on the Earth. That
feeling is the ground upon which we can build community and come
together and take action and find direction (1990, p. 74).
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... men had been ideologically colonized by the short-term commercial
values of the market place, trying to take control of nature just as
patriarchy tries to control women (Young, 2003, p. 102).

0. WA ¢ PO WeiH MR Tl I AT AFOCS N4 ¢ WA eFfosmest
MR (TR ACE JFTOMEF NCATSR G O ANAAGCHT Srme*ly | @ e
AT FACTHFT I TSCAIT FC | YEETR:

. the connection between women and animals ... is not to be
understood as a *"natural’’ connection_one that suggests that women
and animals are essentially similar- but rather a constructed
connection that has been created by the patriarchy as a means of
oppression. (Gruen, 1993, p. 61)

Similarly, language that feminizes nature in a patriarchal culture,
where women are viewed as subordinate and inferior, reinforces and
authorizes the domination nature. Mother Nature (not Father Nature)
is raped, mastered, controlled, conquered, mined. (Warren, 2000, p.
27)

Modern civilization is based on a cosmology and anthropology that
structurally dischotomizes reality, and hierarchically opposes the two
parts to each other: the one always considered superior, always
thriving and progressing at the expense of the other. Thus nature is
subordinated to man; woman to man, consumption to production and
the local to the global, and so on. (Shiva & Mies, 1993, p. 05)
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Nature is unproductive; organic agriculture based on nature’s cycles
of renewability spells poverty; women and tribal and peasant societies
embedded in nature are similarly unproductive, not because it has been
demonstrated that in cooperation they produce less goods and services
for needs, but because it is assumed that " “production” takes place only
when mediated by techonologies for commodity production, even
when such technologies destroy life. A stable and clean river is not a
productive resource in this view; it needs to be "developed’ with dams
in order to become so. women, sharing the rive as a commons to
satisfy the water needs of their families and society, are not involved
in productive labour: When substituted by the engineering man, water
management and water use become productive activities. Natural
forests remain unproductive till they are developed into monoculture
plantations of commercial species. (Shiva, 1988, p. 04)
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