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Abstract: In the history of Bangla music, Rabindra Sangeet stands
out as a unique artistic treasure for its rhythmic diversity. To
identify the reflections of Rabindranath’s rhythmic thought in his
music, it is crucial to compare the rhythm of his song lyrics with
the rhythm of the compositions themselves. This study examines
selected songs—considering the evolution and culmination of
Rabindranath’s musical creation—through textual, comparative,
and descriptive methods to analyse the rhythmic characteristics of
both the lyrics and the melodies. We observe that his thoughtful
approach to rhythm endowed his songs with remarkable variety.
The aesthetic rhythm that pervades Rabindra Sangeet often aligns
with the rhythmic structure of the lyrics—the arrangement of
syllabic stress and metrical patterns in the words sometimes
influences the musical rhythm. At other times, the song’s rhythm
disregards or overrides the inherent rhythm and stress of the lyrics.
Even songs set to the same tal (metrical cycle) often display
diversity through variations in laya (tempo). Thus, through
rhythmic innovativeness, Rabindra Sangeet attained its artistic
distinction and grandeur.
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