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Abstract: Zainul Abedin and Kamrul Hasan are the foremost
pioneers in the modern art movement of Bangladesh. The artistic
excellence and social commitment of these artists of the forties, are
inspiring subsequent generation of Bangladeshi artist. Alongside
their main artistic excellence, they also significantly enriched
ongoing Bangladeshi printmaking tradition with their distinctive
artistic language. But it seems to have always remained somewhat
unsaid. However, their printed images are not only aesthetically
pleasing; rather, deep engagement with the socio-political and
cultural context of Bangladesh are also important. In that sense, the
aim and objective of this research is to evaluate the artistic language
of these two artists in the context of Bangladeshi printmaking
practice. By exploring the visual characteristics, technical method
and thematic concerns of the artworks, the study seeks to evaluate
their contribution to the printmaking movements in Bangladesh and
to identify the similarities and differences in their content and
artistic expression.
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A Print is in essence a pictorial image which has been produced
by a process which enables it to be multiplied. It therefore requires
the previous design and manufacturer of a printing surface.
(Griffiths, 1996, p. 9)
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