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Abstract: Zia Haider is one of the pioneering figures in the theatrical
culture of Bangladesh, as he has penned powerful plays in Bangla,
translated and adapted plays from many foreign languages, and
historicised the evolution and growth of world theatre in the Bangal
language as well. In addition to these, he has pioneered theatrical
education in the sphere of public universities in the country. On the
other hand, Syed Jamil Ahmed, the next generation of Zia Haider, is
also a polymath who has left a significant mark on the field of
scholastic studies of theatre and performance, creating theatre with
unique and innovative idioms and educating pupils with a huge
influence. Jamil Ahmed has recently critically revisited Zia Haider’s
oeuvre, while I, as a theatre pedagogue and creator belonging to the
third generation, reevaluate my reading of the latter. This essay,
therefore, aims to understand the cultural semiotics of Zia Haider’s
literary works through critiquing Jamil Ahmed’s reading. As a result,
this essay employs the hermeneutic method of reading the text to
demystify the textuality. This research re-intersects the complex
meeting point of intellectual reception of imaginative creation. This
paper substantiates the necessity of critical engagement to reinforce the
demand that any society requires critical inheritance to shape its
internal world with the vibration of knowledge that validates the
freedom of expression as well as the epistemic cultural significance of
the difference in expression of opinion.
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