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Abstract: Poets and writers, fascinated by the beauty of nature,
have highlighted various aspects of nature in their writings. The
close association of nature with literature can be seen since the
Vedic era. The great poet Kalidasa, a scholar and playwright, was
captivated by the beauty of nature. World-renowned scholars have
called him the poet of nature. He wrote two famous epics —
Kumarasambhava and Raghuvansha; three dramas—Malavikagnimitra,
Abhijanashakuntala and Vikramorvasiya; and two fragmentary
poems — Meghaduta and Ritusamhara. In these poems, the
discussion of nature is very much seen. However, the depiction of
nature in the play Abhijnanashakuntalam, is very captivating and
comprehensive. The book was written approximately in the Ist
century BC or Ist century AD. Although the book was written 2000
years ago, its various descriptions of nature and environment
captivate the reader. All the topics discussed in the play about
nature and the environment are of particular need for humans and
the environment even in the modern era. Therefore, the article has
been written to explore how the immense magnificence of nature
and the environment is essential to human life.
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She possesses a generous heart full of affection and tenderness. She is an
innocent maiden and quite happy among the plants and vines of the
hermitage. Her kind and sympathetic nature shows in her affectionate
behaviour even towards the inferior creations in the hermitage.

The trees and shrubs of the hermitage are brothers and sisters to her (na
kevalam tataniyoga eva, asti me sodara-sne-hopyetesu - Act I). At the
time of her departure she bids farewell to 'vanajyotasna'; she shows her
anxiety for the safe delivery of the female antelope, and weeps for the
little fawn (idanimapi maya virahitam tvam tata cintayisyti Act IV).
(Paresh 1986, p. 222)
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