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Abstract: Gautama Buddha initiated a transformative shift in the
realm of Indian socio-economic and religious thought in the 6th
century B.C. He discusses the happiness, well-being, and welfare
of individuals, especially the implementation of democratic
practices. The practice of democracy significantly contributes to
contemporary nation-building; almost 2500 years ago. The Buddha
introduced democratic principles through the formation of the
Sangha. The Sangha exemplified a paradigm of democratic rule.
Democratic characteristics can be discerned from the Sangha’s
constitution, governance, and legacy. In ancient North India, there
existed sixteen kingdoms, generally referred to as the sixteen
Mahajanapada. The traditional governing systems of Shakay’s
Kapilavastu, the Vriji’s of Vaishali, and the Malla’s of Kusinara
and Pava were democratic. The inclusive democratic principles of
Voishali Vriji received significant commendation. Democratic
procedures were established in the governance of Vriji long before
the advent of the first modern democracy in Athens, Greece.
Consequently, the democracy of the Vriji is said to as the cradle of
modern democracy. The kingdom in which Buddha was born was
likewise a democratic kingdom. Buddha articulated seven
condition of welfare for mutual unity, harmony, and benevolence,
which might be regarded as the foundation of contemporary
governance and democracy. In a democratic governance system,
individuals at all levels can exercise their rights and make
decisions. In such a system of governance, society becomes
increasingly affluent. Buddha's teachings offer a well-spoken
comprehension of the path toward a people-centric democracy,
which fosters accountability, rule of law, effective administration,
and the establishment of a flourishing society.
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Look at the first congregation (sangha) as founded by the
Buddha himself. It was a perfect model of democracy. The
principle of equality was carried out to its logical conclusion.
He formulated a certain set of moral precepts according to the
spirit of universal brotherhood. These were enforced upon
himself as well as his Sangha, the object being to effect ethical
elevation and religious sanctification. Caste distinctions were
abolished, all the brethren in the faith stood on equal footing, as
all the waters pouring into one immense ocean uniformly
partook of one salty taste (Imamura,1918, p. 8).
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On studying the government in Buddhism, originated from the
Buddha, the word ‘democracy’ did not exist but the government
was called ‘Sangha’ (Buddhist monks). This has been
considered as the monk government form. However the essence
of government in terms of doctrine has been focused more than
on the form (Ngourugsi, 2017, pp. 1-11).
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The Buddha pointed out the absolute folly of artificial
distinctions between man and man. At thetime of the Buddha
there was a rigid caste system in India. It determined and fixed
men place in the social order by the mere fact that one’s father
was of such and such a descent and had such and such an
occupation. The low castes were denied an education and were
placed low on the social ladder and this with such rigidity that a
low caste man could hardly break out of his situation. The
Buddha revolted against this injustice and asserted the equality
of all men as far as their basic rights are concerned (Leidecker
& Kintlisirghe, 1973, pp. 18-19).
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In ancient Greece, where the origins of modern democracy lie,
demokratia was a straight form of law where the people both
constituted the polity and applied power (Hobson, 2015, p. 8).
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8AY) | QT IS (AT NS T ABF TR 2 FaPR7@ SAfeTcs
2T QM AN | T& NG 7, Ada, W+, 9@, e, mame A
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In the pre-Buddhist days the status of women in India was
on the whole low and without honour. During the Buddhist
period, there was a change. Women came to enjoy more
equality and greater respect and authority than even hitherto
accorded to them (Horner r, 195, p. 75).
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@l facet o feifen ey (Stse Aie | (oI5 Wit fadive | v corbae
RS | T 5 diveeas sy et | fofe afeferre fomp-skats yefrosita
o R ST GG AT FCA | Joad TN FTIE ARCeN Ty (&I WKy
CITAT COIB (MG 22T @ (oI5 AT 41T efbfeTs e | f&p-oieeat efveyss Moty
SOIPIT AT TS AR | (SR Sl TN TAFS TR
TR Praeae FEIeG a2 T 20O | TOR ARG TRAF TMETI
THAfgfs Srori< | SR, @RN o 20AR A9 ©F (7l =1 J@ I FS
AT DI o THAfEfors JRTIRT 0T Trard TR (A&7, 594, 7).
O53-OHY) | I I (XT FHPICE FAACE (7 S [&F TATS AT
(I ADH-TGP F FAS AT 0T &= T | [ FeI-ARS A1 Fewemc=a
PRGN P T 204 oAfon s W= | ‘eiferar® &g Srad A I
TOR TR T & R (PRI 7 =7 O3 Ferifen weufe e Ter Sides
B N AR (LT, Sdbq, 7. 98) |

FENH AG *PIIILR ( (OT5 Wi A SAF (TS AR T =S (AT SAG12
TEF IZEAS T FISlEd A=A T I foF foF =Tl GI2F AR A4
(ST, 003, 7. 80) | U FAFICF WYTF (G A (NATA JECoH A
T TR | DTS H P YA AHNPFO HOF e (T TSI
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fdifoe @M coufTeld foF-"Re Arere ol 1 MHA GFe AT (%
o oo kb T 27 AT TRITNS I = | 97, TP 8 JRERTOIT
ol ~fAEETH FAR OF NN YA ST | TSR FCo3 [OF-IRY FAQIGI
(FIQRET) AT THCT TSR (AF-Gfo TR FCI (7 | 4% FIHAGT A1
T TENCH *21! AR AST T |

T I *IPTCE Sy 91 2 | 9o A0t Joad =i widgra 2 | faw, ifs,
W G Bl fefaes [ <=1 ga e i <o tce forg-orea
AreIeT AR e TP Y- @R | Baifi-Bw W e f&fy-
YT &I AL AfTS-SFATS 20T Jrad *PT NS 2 1 FCAT | QLA
% (oS R 790 ¢°F (@ freaees A fo-fopt @k 9 R7d Sy Fierd
ST | AYF VTorEd AFeTors 58 (Ao bR 8oRe IgeRe 197 37 |
o 3w A/, I FET ANCE W JB ¢ &9 o R =) efw =
FrSIfEF ¥ UG | AN, TRV S oy [y Fead= A1 A (AT
IHR FAR AR SR TTreme ST (el T4 T | SRS (P
-0 N FAT F&F SR FACT A1 SR 20 @12 TP TRY (T
IfEFER & e 41 27 | ©F IRFE g I i 95 2 o T899 F9
AR &F TSP TS SRITER T 817 | S5-I A6 SR eele
T RCAoT 0 RIS O WA T @i B (Ran, 2009, 7.
89-89) | WY TGP JIGAS T 8 FRIAW ACF SIAT FO-FABCET
Gy SR TSR R0 AT AFCS Al A | Ja 2RSS (o571 A eroifes
JOCACS YT G ATSIRFOITRR ST 5T I FIEG TN A |

br. e oferen

CIAT foet BTRATa ASHIN | U ANCH G AT 0y (NS Sros
foeT | foToR_IR (T 107 ¢ AR 43R WA ool 01 &l I (449, de8, 7).
8b—¢o) | FeToRaitna Tesifaar zeet ey | ferar srdewre CNE-AcE Arw et
TS GHTeTS PG Tl o1 w=yRs foeT | Jfewnst oiTeifae Feacss
FRCT SR (@ AN 271 | T8I @ rocad A 1 I o A& 2o AR
Y00 JREFAE T4 T TS (F#HICS 5+ 27 | Iferal AR =@ ena SHewwel
QT e T A G VRIS AfSDT FE | RIS FRIRAETS el
= | 3% o 1, KO @ -SRI G5 VoRIey | oferrey efss) =
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SO PR R e @ffs o o AL e w4l | AS! TN PIw
(TR =G eietren RO S #Te B0 | dOITE (IS =Tea
LT SO b1 T T | QLI IS APTABICS AR TR & WA=
g ‘oo’ A1 SIS’ a1 277 | VPR 1 ANFS'T AL AP TR T AT
e e effo TR 4fE T |

T@ VTSR &) (IR 2RI FCACR IR SR &3N6S IRAS AT T4 0o
TTOIES aOCS | (TSR e Fenreiea, A, M@ TS AC TroqH
GG IPRTS *PTRS fRTT T (07 | & AR @, Jierar gy, B, )Ffo,
GIITS] R ITOTHLR (T2 Txe foe | Iewwa oereEE YT oereE
SN I 7 | @ FRACIR CHAICHE IO S 1 = | I *FTIIg
TR LRS!, (119, (7, (1R, (BT &7+ ThR] Oy1) T | S NP1 S
I FefoFe 2R TR RIS, A Sy, AT, T, AN -
B[4 I A | FHPT @ ML BOI Tod SPILRIeT QH! AT FC | L&
A LB TETORCS & T AT TR AR[CS GTAe Todeoi Sufb Awesar
TR (TS NG IR (AT, 00¢ , % :80) | AETST! (AT TGAW FCAR
FRCHTA @ AR QT BT @1 =G 20T 6 | (@G TS AT
@GS Aered SRR (@AIGTS Tofed *FGIG b (2eT | J2T:

(s u??\ [ G TG ) @‘
</ v “
Y -
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Tlrfre Aenet oft ey (ISifNSa AeifE =P a2t snew Tw |
NTSIEE (BT 20T FPERIET *IF7, I (PIeT, (e o,
FIRETRF T, AR T, GO oo, SeRcen I, @\ Ed e,
frgferaca Gl «3e ffeme fore (Gnanapama, 1996, p. 65) | (TBTSTETR TT47
PRI *I1F7, (IR FoTRAT, PRI 7 R AT feet 432 o, ART 716+
AP IS TSI YT T IS | VY O 7, OH N4
TTSIEF *IPT YR &b fom (Aerem, 2004, 7. Sob) | & coiBtet=m
*PTPS] AR FIEA SPTILRCR (OIs w411b® =0el | IEH fed 2w
ol SeAIfiET 6T R (@I o A1 &=l o1 a1 (Goyal, 1987, p. 47) |

5. 78 TfFRNT NS

Ffear 432 WS, T, I IR R ferew | [, PR @ PHRfTS
GEs RO Sitnd 4ifs foet | ToiRTer STeo*@ (@ ISR (e S
A (TN LT FACO A (A SF FaT PPIFRCE 07 [P0 (270 T e
o & I AR O SR & | (T2 7 T @ R A0S SR FC I,
@ TS HLHARZN NS 2T FE SIS RS I SP-T | TIP3 AT
Iad TAmre EIR NSRRI o T TR TR | QG TG 8
TEEA | ASHARRIANT SR ZCe:

o T@ (A Fiwe o |

o O (Y O T FHAM |

o SRINCH ¥ 1 WCH AbfeT FAIFetH GILa ol |

o IEHOMA OG- 2G-S T @R TATH (N0 B |

o TH-JARCHA &S I e T |

o N ¢ FIFH oo 1 Afeca ooy @ R FF @ i 7w F4 |

o TR 8 AN fTFMAE TAC 8 WRPIAT Y AT (g
TRIYRA, 558, 77, 8-v) |
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2w ft Seifra et srrsEs 99 ¢ A= | Ja 4-34-cor@ e e
T TP TN e ea sieifgs Feages wiwmeq ===
T | i vt ffeeaaem Srmeey Sieaife 7 39-03aw @ wiforew el
R TS G GR FICHCG -G AT [ 2 | PO ASCo &I
G PR *APHGIZRA PN I AR | 07 TR A&l *T@me, [t
T, e SN A @R S AT @Y G AERIEEe g
P @R S-S0 I HHCS | ARFS! AN RIS IFG S, Ffefh GR
Aifere Arel-frer, T 2o Emr A= S U T Z0ACR | 9 Pt o
sEaE TS e, CRl 40, TR Jfex ofivg ¢ ™w Faw [
REIFeI effdery (LET™, 2004, 7. ab) | 7% Sifere Ageifen efo
T @ ¥l AT I W (IR FAT I 2R | BEd AF (@, 2eEafe
(o sty foFowe efosm A = <7 foga-ore fE =@l
(Durga,1939 , p. 163) | T& WPEINord HRCY I Sei® e “red @
TSR BOR GRS PRIS SR AP Mperifon wmics I Feaed | T
TS B9l @ oI FRAHA B AR GTet=T &S S @ &l Qe
P T RCACR | AR fore SELWR° &S 2l QN A=A Siews G-
] O IR IC YT 0 (WS A T AR (T3, 2009, 7.
EHA—E5d) |

Tofdee Tewrfaaam Sfers reifze G-ItE FK62 3 TS (7 9 | @2
GFS[F P F ZCACE | P4l =0 dFICes FA 1 TR | SILTT SN
*PTCT 28 QRITT (o (M RCACR | 9% A1 WARRIAR s 2fRF @ @i
AR, TS G AR -1 R 6T 2T Tefore 5% ReTa a2
IS AT | WY SU-2Y(ET Jeors ATifEs =Py 8 PR afewm
HAFARRNR Nfod erre i |

So. FFT AT L@ et

¢ GFOR PR W ZSRMT AFLAE GUAT ORI WPe Fca (Bela,
1995, p. 41) | I0aF T (TS TFy© *Pa od A5 (& @ TONC
AbfeTe slrotas S[T Sed AW | Jfewnd I (@FehF W o g
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(T, 200%, 7. 553) | T& GZ TGP AT FCTA (FRG J7 TR ICIT
TS TTEY AR (K9, 5658, 7. 5¢) | NFTRT et IRFATATHT IR ST
TS | QAT 0T IET TR gy Ptz ai=el FA0e | IO To2reiH
& Y-*fE GR I TNGIGR & AR @t (loving kindness)
A IR | FHE S TN, (@ A ERI AANS] R TWI=- T ILT
gl I FLATS! Ol IR RIS Weem ol I (ALl AR | @A,
LRI T P AF© FoH FIAT 7 | ©I% w7 #AfR=, e, &,
*2F, ToRd, W, TR R 7 A1 AET TR | OkR Il
GEAFIRA TAGIAEG] ME THE A NSIFF TAGIIYR BT ST
WISEF | JCaT TAITH BWE, NWGF , TP IR Aersifzss Mfeq e
[T (AT T | AT FoT0 AR, eI TS G Verog Al qoad
NTOTEP (PO YT CHIRIC QBT ARG I |

3. Wiy s

ST FEICS AT AT *PFF MOS FW TRPTNS 8 NP *PTFTIGICE @RI |
@ PP 8 TRSRed TERIFER @i ks ePyg eme I | o
TSR S ATGET @ FABEAE (ONf WF S, SIBE @R
7Aifed fRdra ferete 438 G | TR 0TS 71 AR Jold Gfo o
ey YIS, WG ¢ TR RORA, SN =7 O Gl AFE Srreeel
‘TG [RIT F =CS G Y | @ R0 S a0,

NI L A M G0 5T O AP A O SPrae I
ETSTAT 5T | SgH=IOg =P 1 qer AW AR 8 RSN AT
I OLF AG-AGRNS TRI-2RIRT 8 H[eoTo 2 G4 FC | G=IT
A, [R-AAT APACP WP FACT A0Sy AL-*1fe, T R 13-
SRl e FC3 (FR@S, INF 6 WY, 05¢ F7. V) |

IR &) o T AE A6 P | MR ATt TSI (G
BRI PR FTCE (IR Az, Si1fe , FRfes=Tr, FfpIRa G Sk
FEET PR ~ARGIFTS 70T F1 05T &l AR (0, A.50b8, 7. 20¢) |
OIRGT AT WHFE (AF AT TR AEE AT FACoS (AR AR
(6T, ATS0BY , 7. SeC-d¢b; Y, 558, 7. Sb—3¢0) |
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S ¥ I WEns Y72 AR 0T e F41 =7 | AeToife *PeRagE I
TAf-Te eIy e Wepe =W ©rd e 8 AG Gk Heq Fenrel e
TR AA (TR TS @ FRREH 2foDT *F G N e 20
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GFE 2FS *PFF N M TAR-Bw wfqy Aec wdrRfE A A
S O ] 8 W (TPCg (1 AT A TSI (T 20 '@ (S T TR
GrepieRt ¥Mifeel TR | Wiy e AGROIE AR GRT PR NG
T PICTRG *PT 2T AfeTe 23 SE 20 ARFCS AR | TG P17 g
“ForeZaI o - 07 M IS *PIF BIF AP G FA ST TR | T2z .
TSI (1 31 ey F41, 4, (7 1 A% SARGER freeae =6, of. T
R SR ser 2@ ey ARBEA T4 GR 1. P RO TR
AR AT A I WA 2T T4l (AeTey, 009, 77, 83-9¢) | L&A
TS w e @ B STl JT el , Ayol I/l , Twie!, Serlfas
sfac T @R Aretfor wigmer kmfre v G A 2o ey
OS] 2/ A |
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5. TR

& TP TIfS-a-3d-(N@ G 4 A-9R7, AT AFER AT
TCACZ | FCACR N A1 AT GR 4T #1© F 0 | I Troq T7% =
R (OF-TR0TE &y AolfEs TSN ebeiy I6a | qFe qee 2eae fofy
JRETC Ao, F7L-*(1f8 1T g (AT Y61 Ty AePTenae 2zel FCE |
TRyl fof Iedere (aeRY 2fSs! I Ao S WS @R (@R B
TS | NS TS FRACR | TR AP AT Feawes | I&
2SI AT FTSIfEF BT SEne NS AN SHC 1 LS AT 21T |

oeg-oret

S, T PR @ @@ e IR o SRred Ted ATHg AR
BTeren 1 AROCT JoWE 0 A/ G (AT AT I | AP R
G QW FET SR 2ReIAE Ry wiew «Affoe | O’ 2w @iy,
38, eq¥ (Sfwa), TR ofEre |

3. TTMnE (R el a7 FACE Y[ U I ok A 2 |
2T T (IAPT STI=aIF | ST A=CR 79 foFgam gzt s
o Ty ToRTRMT SR B T | ARG S A oz
T SRTIR T @ RTPTe SR ©RE SIS SoiemT | SoirevT 2l
o FFT2eR (i SACE-SDTT ST I | 93 oMl el
foF F™IF wRe AT AW, ‘Upasampada is the fullest promising
admission to the Previleges of the Buddhist Priesthood’ (Robert,
1977, p. 532.) | Topmml so-Ak@ | Mo Ja Jag #Ceq I
TATWI TS T | T QWG ST 0T 2 =1 (LIETF, Sopba,
5. b-b0) | TAFHAT TS W @ SRS (@ | e (e
TG [OFW g2 FACFE (@RI | TPTPMIeS fSHE A5 o
TR JE GR TR M FACO R (TF, dobbr, 7. d9) |
P! ST ARBER & FAATE S o Toifefs Aer i |
@ SRR SopTvT P sTifrs = it Srres e «1ffos | S
YRS F2 AP 2T | T . JFA G 2. TAANT (IR, 3535,
% 8) | RRits™ (iear 9o WmE e Araces Suft (=ITET (=1eeT P
e toft 41 = T@SN | SR (SR O] SR AN Far T AT Ao
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TOOT RIPT T A (G0 ARSI (i a1 27 SoPTMT Wit orgra
Tws A (Barua, 1964, p. 36) | 3 A2 @, @ 0@ @i 99 (7=
T2 R TP TR SHEAT FT 2T |

o, SEe: {fF ¢frow @ awi*fs 5ifd sTer @ SBifee w1 Srpme @ T, 9
8 M1 SFF Y FAE i SRR | SZR G0 A< *9 @B =& @
TS *HF AN A5 | QAT S A *@ | 9K TS T FAN | AR
ot R =7 o=@ I [{o0s (I, @9, @S, (1, W [@e, Sqm,
Mo, TFT] ¢ FoITOT) WAT FCA fofg W& | Aoy IR WfSHT &g
Se-93 o 1 TR, RN @%, @@ ¢ @t @iy @ wew 3@
STRHCA ST, SR IR AR &A1 RCACRA fofvg e | Ry 3161 e
SPfE W AR fofve w2k | R ooy w1 I fofvg =Ry
(MIAMFS, 200, 7. W) | ‘4F AFW WL -9 @ @y @ A7,
TPl e =@ I[ 7T B IF oy A7, AF APRR F721¢
Trace, R B8 W 9P, ACRRCET TR SR O Geied 23 «-fof wgg
(FE©, Sobb, 7. Yd-Ub) | X[ T EAT o Sy e T
(A, 2003, 7. :38) |

8. (M@n: & Frwl-efeT (N 398 SRR | TIPSR TS WA TGS
AR AR (@ O | I FARET 2 IR | SR, 517 &FE AFGE
&TeR (Car, e, Yol qaR TATH |) FAT IR | (@ (Nl 2T |
W@ = AR el | Gt (N oo eferwate T IRy,
“rrRfTe ‘cevy, feefber Tonfr eaams *7 (Davids & stede,
2003, p. 540) | CNE! AR I JfaorR A e, wikeere ks
ABISTH STy AL S AT 0 | A 127 foe Gram ¢ argrgd
IHCH AREIAC (] BT QB AR I | @ SANCK TG [P A
FIC 1 BT, TAT T ST, YT [ FIIOICK, TS I IS, (AIMDee A1
(@ I @ AR I, OO STGIere =1 T 29 SHF 7l I HAER
Ty fRSRIN 20N (NAIDTE Y TR FAT B IR (@ANLE, 3580,
%1, 380) | AT HRITS o7 TATE A @Y W ¢ A 7
fafersfier <521 a1 | @ TS @ AE:
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SR & (IR SR AT e
f&t dnfea A M WEFAMR’ (T, Sobb, 7.
38R) |

iR, CTER TICS 2L, (79 T (FILCF & FACE | HLOR TLGTT SALOCE S
FACI | AICTR T FHTSE T FACS | 7O TR SPTOIS T FACS |

Ta SRS I, “POR FIAT FAAT PSR S 2 7T | I Fao™ akl *@o[
Topi = (RACTGAI, 3559, 7. 533 TFS, Sovb, 7. 8) | (@, &t A1
RTaa e AT FIOCE 7 1 AR AT I A FACO AR 1 | (NAYE ©OF-
TR T SPRCE (T FRCEGR TR #1© FA] A | TOAR ISP FIA-JIPF-CH
rere 7 e AT M e T SIS | oAl enEaeEe SR ol S|
RIS AGNR AGS 27 AFS &F | BIR R0 TS Joad R | FIereaeey
Ta e (AT B5TT G 20T BoTT A 8 -1 | NS 20 TS WAGE |
=feq ORI AT 2O AT 7 | =R 7o efefore zro #iea =1fe |
=, A @3 e Ifora SFTOT wel I T CAANE | OIR J& (WA fore
A TCOT FRAIRCF SICTAPCS TR (L7, 2009, 7. 99) |

SR
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Eqed [, 7, 3R OWe 8 SIAT | ([03¢) | SEEEF R, fasi 2w | I9ers
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FHT6Y (AT | (. S0b8) | TP, oI A& | T LB, Flerwre |
SA6T (AT | (. H053) | TTOP, ORI 8 | FIeTPIol: TP ST , S |

FP O | (S558) | #MfeT 2Oy TAATTPT 8 TATEI , ST FRF | JREAT
GHICT, BIF |

ISR f&F | (2039) | BT SR Tl | JRFA! |

TR T=RGRA | (SobQ) | AT e | iR (Tmag AT, Ferrel |
g WA, A AR | (55E8) | TR AR TEr | 5BAN |
G IR | (5599) | T | ACG-FARIE f@foF @, I |
SR TLRA | (dobq) | oY NSy | I |

xR TRIPRE | (S35 | FHIIBT T | FleTT |
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ReCrgar GIERT (5559) | G 77, $OrT 48 | G4 ([{Iweg AP, FETHO! |

AT TGAT (S580) | T [API7, AA 48 | ACFR-FANI faF=5% @re, ferrey |

SORFEAT TFMIR (7 | (R050) | (FT@HCHT 2fSZPT | TR IF «remir, Fepro! |

e BRA (R05%) | Zog@d | T CoPi-CAIReIgw , AT |

FIFTS @ [FTI1] (Sbbr) | $H=17 | TIF PRI, FfeTdrof |

AT S | (205R) | FaCHF | TG, BT |

*EAFS TRF [FTAIT.] (003) | NT-JNET SfSH | 2= P, (ra<Sia Fee
GG, B |

TR TR, G | (S658) | NIRRT O | A GHCGIA, TIH |

Aetem, fo7F (R009) | A A7, PO 4a | Tasele MR- wifk, A |

FW FEOIRN | (005) | RIS [, ST 8 I3 48 | G <2, A |

el JEOET | (00%) | 2T FZICET | BT |

TerfeT ovE, =R ARG | (000) | 5T | INSTE AT, AP |

M, @7.GT | (R050) | AR TR BRI | To5v 9F LB, BIHT |

ST, FRERE ITOCE | (009) | JGAE, GO S | AT IR,
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ST AN | (00¢) | WS [P, BPd X8 | TSI FAT, WG, &7 |
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