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Abstract: Kazi Nazrul Islam deserves prominence as a fiction
writer. Mrityukhudha is his representative literary work. The novel
is set against the background of Krishnanagar, a traditional town in
West Bengal, part of integral India, which had been converted into
a British colony. The driving force behind this essay is to explore
the relevance of reading the novel in depth, considering the socio-
economic and political-cultural context of British colonial rule in
undivided India. An important aspect of the novel is the objective
portrayal of the conversion of subaltern Bengali Muslims and
Hindus in the fritge of the country, in line with the administration
of the state by the ruling class, through the missionary campaign to
spread Christianity. In the present article, just as the novelist's sense
of homeland and his connection to the lives of marginalized people
are explored in the light of the colonial reading of the novel.
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4. The colonized subject is characterized as ‘other’ through discourses
such as primitivism and cannibalism, as a means of establishing the binary
separation of the colonizer and the colonized ... the term is extensively in
existential philosophy, notably by Sartre in Being and Nothingness to
define the relations between Self and Other in creating self awareness and
ideas of identity ... current post-colonial theory is rooted ... in the work of
the psychoanalyst and cultural theorist Jacques Lacan. Lacan’s use of the
term involves a distinction between the ‘Other” and the ‘other’ ... in Lacan’s
theory the other — with the small ‘o0’ ... refer to the colonized others who
are marginalized by imperial discourse. Identified by their difference from
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the centre and, perhaps crucially, become the focus of anticipated mastery
by the imperial ‘ego’. (Bill and others, 2004: page. 169-170)
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The assumption of universalism is a fundamental feature of the
construction of colonialism power because the ‘universal’ features of
humanity are the characteristics of those who occupy positions of political
dominance. It is these people who are human’, who have a legitimate
history, who live in the world ... ((RRIf*=, 2050, 7. Lq) |
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There had been mission station of the Church Missionary Society at
Krisnanagar, in the district of Nadia, since 1831; but no apparent success
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attended ther missionary efforts there till 1839. Early in that year there
began a large-scale movement for conversion to Christanity. The people
of 50 to 60 villages, numbering about 3,000 persons, offered themselves
for Baptism, of whom 600 had already been admitted into the church
within the course of a month. (Muhammad Mohar, 1965, page : 144).
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