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Abstract: This research project investigates the complex dynamics
of identity construction and performance within Scotland’s
Bangladesh heritage community, utilising theatre as a medium for
cultural expression and negotiation. Drawing on Homi Bhabha’s
(1994) concept of the third space, where cultural meanings are
negotiated and translated, and Stuart Hall’s (1996) theory of
hybridity, which underscores the intricate and multifaceted nature
of cultural identity, this study explores the intersections of
language, culture, and identity through the lens of Richard
Schechner’s (2004) theory of performance as “twice-behaved
behaviour”. This framework posits that performance is a site of
cultural transmission, where identities are constructed, rehearsed,
and performed, highlighting the dynamic and fluid nature of
identity formation. Through the theatre production LASCARI, this
research provides insight into the ways in which community
members navigate and perform their identities through cultural
performance, highlighting the significance of community-driven
approaches to cultural heritage and performance in promoting
social change and community empowerment. Deleuze and
Guattari’s Assemblage theory (1987) provides a framework for
understanding the complex relationships between language,
culture, and Lascar history in shaping the community’s identity.
This research contributes to a deeper understanding of the dynamic
and fluid nature of identity formation in diasporic communities.
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