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Abstract: Humayun Azad (1947-2004) has depicted the concept of “modern
Bengali,” which emerged in the 1960s, throughout many of his poems. In the
preface to his Selected Poems, Azad wrote that poetry, to him, is the endless
expansion of beauty, the infinite stirring of the senses, the dispassionate wisdom
of a fossil-like sage, the unwavering outpouring of meditation, the primal
exuberant celebration of life, and the everglowing embers of metaphor, symbol,
and imagery. His poetry captured the finest emotional experiences of time,desire,
longing and aesthetic sensibility. In his work, the most creatively expressive form
of the Bengali language unfolds through extraordinary imagery, similes, rhythm,
and refined structural artistry. He embodies the modern Bengali in every sense,
moving beyond the city to embrace nature, experiencing the neglected margins
with a modern consciousness. Humayun gave voice to the profound sense of
mortality and personal anguish in his poetry with rare sincerity. This article
explores the aesthetic principles in Humayun Azad’s poetry within the framework
of the concept of the “modern Bengali,” through detailed analysis and deep
introspection.
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