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Abstract: This study explores Al-Ghazali’s understanding of the limits of human
knowledge through the moral lens and evaluates it in the light of the modern
western epistemological thoughts. Al-Ghazali questioned the ability of sense-
perception and reason to get certain knowledge and ultimately highlighted Divine
illumination that leads to certain knowledge. His scepticism about empirical and
rational knowledge comes from a deep ethical concern and his epistemology
deeply connected with both spiritual and ethical concerns. Al-Ghazali’s view
about knowledge holds that true knowledge comes in purified soul and it is
directed to the path to the Divine. On the other hand, modern western prominent
thinkers such as Descartes, Leibniz, Spinoza, Hume, Locke, and Kant have greatly
contributed to modern epistemology and focused on truth, belief and justice
especially through secular and analytical perspectives. Although, their epistemic
thinking has no conflict with moral considerations, but often their approaches
keep epistemological discourse separated from moral and spiritual concerns that
often makes it value-neutral disposition. This study examines the contrasts
between Al-Ghazali’s moral-spiritual epistemic approach and modern western
value-neutral epistemic approach to offer a new ethical dimension to
epistemology while modern western epistemology lacks it. Integrating Al-
Ghazali’s ethics-based epistemology and the rigid modern epistemological
understanding, it is possible to develop a new epistemological framework that
may assist to identify human epistemic limits and enrich cognition.
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“..., it is possible for a person to be justified in believing a proposition that is in
fact” (Gettier 1963,121).
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“That in which the thing known is made so manifest that no doubt
clings to it, nor is it accompanied by the possibility of error and
deception, nor can the mind even suppose to such a possibility”
(Al-Ghazali 1980, p.3).
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Source: Mustafa, K. (2003). AI-Ghazali's theory of knowledge (1st ed.). Dhaka:
Ramon Publishers.
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“Sight also looks at a star and sees it as something small, the size of a
dinar: then geometrical proofs demonstrate that it surpasses the earth in
size” (Al-Ghazali 1980, pp. 4-7).
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Perhaps, I can rely only on those rational data which belong to the category of
primary truths, such as our asserting that “Ten is more than three,’... (Al-Ghazali
1980, p.4).
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This socially situated conception puts questions of social identity and power
centre stage, and it is the prerequisite for the revelation of a certain ethical
dimension to epistemic life— the dimension of justice and injustice (Fricker 2007,

p. vii).
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B[ TFPT IR, Ao REIETH (F@ IM WITegs Myl 77 A SR GioT
efes S 2@ (@ #A1ed (Fricker 2007, pp.7-8) |
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S G (FIETNG GFTG AR ToTe Zre! | G RFACE AN (H0eE (oS ClTergs
G TRCE | 6 A Ao, (AfoF T G (Afes (I4el JoTo AT Sfoss @ s
@fes T o fofe @ afsfde (Audi 1998, p. 261) | 9l SIma wfes
et e o7 sfews w3 Ifex fefers |

& S ST @Nw (@At 5y 5 e S 9w Qifes fofe @12, @ s
TS NS LA TIHRIRST (ATF I AR AT GBI G512 T FTLIT (I
Qe fofe @3 | ©i2 =1 I @I g e et I sifamfas zrs s o
T EI [ifes fof ATF | W o GFoT 210 ST F | Af@F APy SiTerg
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e tafewerr faafs sarifa Troifirs a1 zrete fogot Sroifirs @61 For T | @& S,
I FIS TS A1, o7 8 RIE™ N0y (@I T4 e [ @72 @ w7t {70y
YT WITOg 00T FP A FACZ OIF (AT ACS I GFP MCACR NF (T (o
TSR (7 CTtER (F(d @iTorgd fofe ' qaR e wifiy (eI (i Siw (FICT
SR #AeTH S I T T G RIASTATS | QT G037 @ (TP (ool [Fg6! vea
A AW | fedeld fofe w3 Tl GibT Swhea @1l I (el (7 (7@ AC9R SR |
qUFCE AR ‘EIPoFIZe G f[Afere’ (A6IEFe ApT) A7sice Tral TIF 951 Toive
AV AR Sl (F@e @APFRONE RedFeiee T2 IR @ (Afewer
TG BT W | @9 AeIvmTeT AW (@ T O=F I ST adg (IB1E T4 @ifes
Ot R 0 92 I (7SN 2 ©IF (37 (5@ (I (e ARq@ eI S SR
@3 et o @ifae SETDar (oxw el W =7 | IS tfes wFeg W aF6!
1T AT T8 ETOT 47 @R gfors =l | @ FRCAZ SgfF oIrorer wierg (s,
REPT ¢ el QUTE (AT WEF @R @ T REReEte sArFEs aue TR
CTETEIR @ RPT T ZCACR QI (TS WIS ©ObT @ (A3l T | S Sy
ITeIfgHae ey ¢ TR @ 4o Ty Afed Fa0e GrEET GHIE (HedeR
(P12 ST T PR G G5 @IfET IR T We IR | 68 e
(ATF e (e GREPTIR (@ NG Tl W S AT A0 G Eeteies siat
«fSex ftaees | «frs (AtF 9B FET AT YRS Teg SiEr el wif «3 [ e
@ wEpeel AW SRS TO6! eFY SN T W TS Sy J I QTH@E
QAR CHFG AR (B FeP niEas! =g fF4 |

YA APBTe] WA THE @0 (TR [WF6e @ N0 MWz (el SRR qfers
FIIOIS e SBY A& (AT o Ifacs oo e apifes s fRera T s
i i€ AT ABHF $FE AW FACE 1 QNS fofF S Sgqiess e At
eI 7S (FI 73 ROTAe GIITT Tog#Iw weaef | of e Sfes,

“I think, therefore I am (COGITO ERGO SUM), was so certain and of such
evidence that no ground of doubt” (Descartes 2008, p.30).

OTHCG ©F IR ST @I LTS AR @1 fTes (@fas «@F Sl | 93 Imi
ShepIEeTed (s fefers fofee w3 | @Afes Pt i (Ethics) a037 T
4T, (ool 8 TG N i@l Riec (A [eeae Feaw | fofd face @i e
JE AT S TfEB | P @S T OIt O SR ©IF KT FFAT (AT ST
2 @i, I A I (A0 B ¢ A GRel 9R CEH BEH W AN TSYBG(S
IR, AR LT AR @O 8 TG F© e e 211 A (Thilly 1982, p. 329),
O A R AT S-S LR T AT TR @A fofere Seares weviegers
& ZCE ERE &l” (Thilly 1982, p. 330) | 4FESTI WITHR (0@ - 1T
T S (F LI T 0T O BTe 5% ©IF @ N Fua @ 77, [ T
2fe R (e @3 IE 7T S ¢ TS fFage F12 2o T2 0T Srare T |
qrFE PETER St gebld I fofed o oo @ @ I MqeEs Tog
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TRIFS RS T I FIER A ALGHIT Ifadt AN AT I RIS e A
S0 WG I AT (T TS 201 (@ =12 AT AT T 7 | (HfeFerd Wi
TR & W 20! AR | AEA-ATEA G (A TG TG HCA \CIT @
A @R g (aql), TR (nafs), T (kalb) @I Sl (ruh) (Al-Ghazali 1993,vol.3,
pp.8-9) | fofv e 8 TRITE o7 FE AN NP TIF WA @ (AfSTOR CFCq AT
L | S S FHTTT AWG GF6T 6! Al W 8 TR TR Cfed eI [
TOICS AT | @s (A0S Fitaren 9 @i eI fof 599 ¢ sgfers @ e
fesel ¢ FfEen G FrFi T arfee g s 7T fFgor e o
e FCA A S MR S 8 0T 777 MR N FI (ACACT G- Feead (T 789
8 IR R ©FF fofere @ Prale gzd a0z CIET W S SAETsr et A |
SRE fEtoam e wrffiaes (el fofers nre FAMTr (581 IR0 @R 9ob13
AGS© Fo AW FCACRH @ (NSFOIF (@ el GioeTo! STl ACACE GIR WA
AR O3 ATt T WA | AT ofd Wi 207 Trotg. eI R (7 S Wi
EICRIY ST W0 TS (/TS o=y |

SfeeroRAT A S 71 TS ©fF TTOCE A0, (Ao AIMOTTL VA IS (AreF
fraites o o9 wea 77 wfeses!, @ ¢ AMfas R (A0F TR, @& ARSI T3
(Locke J. 1690/1999, pp. 46-49) | fof 1t S5t el W3 (Hfoe! G N2
Tioe W 51T a2 Tliver Afsfe Fare (It Sfetrselq e | 3 e 5% ©F
TTelg (Aed JICIHH SSPIR & Crote W St i | ool sime g
TG CAfoF Fife R CTTE Nfows! qR-T A F1 78K 77 | @fa (AF Ibfer
TR P (AOPOIF PN IR @ 5747 NP (AfoFolF 212 @ | Figer fofey
|

“That they are of use to mankind, and enable us to draw any general conclusions,
is not the result of any immutable habitudes or relations between things
themselves, but only of God's goodness and kindness to men in the administration
of the world” (Berkeley 1904, p. 93).

2R @3 F7FE T TRSIfed SoFIE AT @R AN AR Praiee (ofimce A=y
FE- b IR Ty DAFI (FICAT TR 7o 1 S e w1 73, 792 7
ARG T SR ¢ AR FeiE | U2 (Rel IR Faiye wiveg 8
s, @I Agfes s Sritaa 3 o e @l &, T Ieae!
fROTCa 77 | O @ gl T ¢ (AwifNe vigsfn Rl S | 9 @ e Tt
T ST FEEIKSTE! A ABRE SolTed AT ITF A1 AL I @ ARSI
wo aw SR e @@ 1 IS, QAT Wies TeEed @ AReE A
REge fofe Wte GHItE TRIFIF 0% | (Hfowe! I vyNE & 3T T68 T
SR TICAF FAT REREfad STed S5 Afire 203 A | ©24F IS 581 TqE
A AN @2 AT TN (@9 Jo @ o @ Kameten S wer =) fof
tfewens 592 ey Ma o WBIe 7o) Ifeqw witaed fae e fof awer ware
B | ATHE OF (oo [l Safree! @ v | adee ife v Zee
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Affo® F15, S (afeael ¢ Ty @ [itey w3, fof tafeTo™ Aty wa g7
f7Sq o0 (78 I o7 e TR vm  Jfawe eoF, fof tafewens a6t
e fofe M AT TN @ SR GIR AN ES STSFPTR SR GioT (AT
& S99 (581 T (Thilly 1982, pp. 441-445) | afn (At fof S (e afica
SR LT R GHBT T I8 R (T O (o e 20 T wie Ry =z <!
fGafere @It 719 T QFT NG T W Sroited A1 5T F61 8K 77 | ([ Sl
ABRE QI SAAF TS (AMoF 07 GoRre 2T AfF | FICo NORTET WIS AN
«35] faftzeTer toft I | AT AT (@ ABINGTHAT FE CIETEAT NAFBIZ. NS HIAS
R G AR SR (A B0 T IR FTIT S A T bl e
) PR 20 A | SI2 FT I FICHF (S PTal® Gl (F AT feat o161 gz
TG ST ZCENS (ST JBIC (FHF(Q SHF (73 FTI SCoAfFFs (AT A | AR
IO Prm (I By IIer ool I 0 |

ST FCHT (SFOIT (T 9T TS TG (T I ANSTH ST (LT LI
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dfsfaere Tge zent tfes 7R Gfer bars T w3 | (@@ FICHT G (@0
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T (T T 6] T & IS LA G 50T (@TS AT ZCS A1 GT AR (T
FIA G T IS (Ao WIRTES M<T 20T IR | AUHQ 7o) Il G G T
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@3 QT fofes a1 3 203 (FIR0T (AT (FIF6T ST 2T @ Frarsete F6a fewe
TRIfFS QIO AT AW FHCS AT T |

HA-AAAR ClTog I AT APHTey Wivog: Tiv ¢ oo Fo1F

YTF APSE] TETOrEd A SHAF @ (FFIABREST | - Afowes
TR G30T RIS @ fReiea g sEces o ol [RElfe toft w7 gk v sl
TS St AT | (i (A Sy wieifgs nfae (efow fReT el Serae g4
Wi 2o wfeeesits a7el Feaces, I 7% (Thilly 1982, pp.368-370) | @S (At
T AR ToRR Jface 6 Tt ST 0T ARe FCACR A | QI IR ST SFAE
S “ The Reconstruction of Islamic Thought” 2T8 STE FCAF I @ SeT- AN TCLF
aesd T R Terag Jfad A Ifew MRme! g5 Feaw | fof @b 3@ FEw,
- e BRI @I S A1 (Iey Fas Sfeseed Wi I «qR O
0T IS0 Tog [Fag T T (Igbal 1934, pp. 4-5) | S SERT IFAE ACHFQ
a3y ool eam 63 I, foelts Afve W zers «it 737 4RF f[fey wfber gz
SoAfRfbe e SRR (58 w03 o4 «fb fred AR d ATl (ST SR oI @I
W SR ZCe AN | O o SEiee Srei freens S Sifseres TMTwe FREs
TR Sge] F41 AT (Igbal 1934, pp. 6-19) | UM (ATF S-S 3T @ Ifad
(ATF A T RO Trg IR0 Soqy gt Il AGF NG, EBIeE el
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fafoe wm “heam (F@ @2 SfeTay Sowa Wy Fgo et Swar o7y Sz e
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JCACR, ST FOR ©I2 A WWH(E A SAIGF Tl T AN AT 4R 9% FHaFes
A1 T (F SR @S @ ReTE agd w03 0«1 | - 21=-Er @24 @& 55
(@ I T2 R G W TG F 4R TG Sl a1 5 oy
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55 & 90| SR e A @ ¢ feFel AiF WA A TEeHred wive
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{3 (S R (15T APTER Tl G ©fF Tl SY@ AR@ ey W[ FACS AN |
@3 ARG VT T2 TSI AgRm «3e Seiaeld (wfesed fofe | e Saae
SR CARCBIF W T wifeifere 2ibz | O3 GrE 95T I IR -/ F0Z
Gl @ (AfoFel A8 0T *A1all, Tl @ CAfodeld fofe tafems! e St fefe |
5€ W3 433 BEbr WYFTF P LTS AT T T R T @ (foFe! =g
TG FCS AT (58 (757 fofe ¥l Fe SR =T T 1 | GTF DI WC ML Tew
T A TR (OIS FA1 78T G (ST W FoTCo ST =TT AR G BT
T e T4 789 2 [P 9T W ST FARRE =4l T | - A Seiog
s FRTNR Toig [ @ Tw @I S S S Sfes Soef
S T ST | S PSSy Wi (ierea Ihesa @ Resmerss (15T e Sesse!
GlSQIN
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@S & AT b1 ¢ i@ ©=y AW Q& Tetl 79 L (o %4 (8 B | TSN
Gwelfgs (F(@ (Ffod SARFFORIME SR 1 R @RI JfeTe ToiNe T
TSI ey 0 (@ (ST W, EIRIA Aifsfefes wmeg o4 F0a sz & S
FfeTe T2 AP TTS? WHT 8 (Afeded F (S TCETe WF K T2
GTFCG TANES @ ARASS TR e 1§55 Jadw 0 GI6T e F41561 S

e |

TSGR (@ (ArOFSIE AL FAR T IS AN I NAlve [ | 9F
S S Ao aieg (Moral Epistemology) 0 @36 =M T8 q0H07 | F416
€ (Robert Audi) GF& (Afed TMeier, R @&F 2o (It fF 5 =S 4Fre 77 @7
R ~[AREvAR AR O | eEReite ey it [Tt @ veu ey S
g *¢ I& AR I FIEE, NG AT *0od (@ G0 oI T Sl AT
FAC | feacarire! ©g (Reliability) N0 IR Sl QST &= AGIZFA 327 R 77
R W (1 ST (AP G (AR GTBIR @ | (TN S 2T W I S
TG S (FF [RA@ GF6! 02 S (@R, Gew@ o b2 F99 G
aPed O @ NSI@PT (A0 TAce (IER 932 J@t ey e ol s
QST @7 AT, QI B2 TR 2T 73 (Audi 1998, p. 225) | @3 FSawamiet
og i 7310 ofC JTB «=elifoes  =iitat @ pige Fa0e G | eawrire! og
Y JCET ATOTA (@ GBI T FfeaTore 1eAT 7 74 BYAI@ oy 47 @ fFsaeaiy
@2 A CTAITA FAM6 AT G A 0, ST JeTco A (F Tale ZeeTt 7oy g, [
G A fofeq Torm wae Ao Boiim 2fSfds” (Audi 1998, p. 239) | SR ATET
¢ BT A TRISIA TAE ACACR O Fofe JeeTe fewrsre ey it &y @51
e e fofe ot @bt zre 7d ~RAwis e I3 eF (Audi 1998, p. 240) |
TR T (6T ZEA (@St AT |
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AR ¢ Jagfed WItaa Toia fea S, ETRITT NN - AT fea s sy e
@ Figrifgrs Jfed Tofa | 710 WG @RI S@iveg ¢ (Hfemel g quB! Serml =11 e
T CFqe FAF (B3 FEF ETRIT - (eFeIF ST (Y JrAT FCE |
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©fF (Afes feferig e ey (holistic epistemology with moral basis) SSITA=
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