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Abstract: The governing elite of the system of intellectual power has a different
colonial structure in terms of strategy. In this instance, colonial hegemony's
growth is significantly influenced by the politics of ‘body’ and ‘gender’. The
colonial regime not only regulated politics and the economy, but it also
questioned the colonised society's cultural identity and body concept. In her
novel Natti (1957), Mahasweta Devi (1926-2016) reveals how body and gender
politics have controlled the social and economic structure and how the victim's
life, trapped in the web of patriarchal power, has seriously damaged the walls of
that power structure. In contrast to the socioeconomic status of marginalised
women who are mostly professional dancers, Mahasweta Devi has deftly
attempted to depict the social and political position. By imposing the theoretical
framework of Feminist theory, the current paper seeks to advance towards the
research results analytically while examining how the politics of the colonial
body and gender identity are mirrored in this novel.
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Foucault’s marginalisation of colonialism and empire to explore questions of the
relations between biopower, sexuality and the colonial treatment of sexuality in
racism of the state. The regime of biopolitics that consists in the management of
bodies includes technologies that (re)produce life under the administrative
control of the colony. (Foucault 1998: 07)
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Standards of beauty describe in precise terms the relationship that an individual
will have to her own body. They prescribe her motility, spontaneity, posture,
gait, the uses to which she can put her body. They define precisely the
dimensions of her physical freedom. And of course, the relationship between
physical freedom and psychological development, intellectual possibility, and
creative potential is an umbilical one. In our culture, not one part of a woman’s
body is left untouched, unaltered. No feature or extremity is spared the art, or
pain, of improvement,,. From head to toe, every feature of a woman’s face,
every section of her body, is subject to modification, alteration. This alteration is
an ongoing, repetitive process. It is vital to the economy, the major substance of
male-female differentiation, the most immediate physical and psychological
reality of being a woman. (Dworkin, 1974: 113-14)
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Its most important area of domination was the mental universe of the colonised,
the control, through culture, of how people thought. Economic and political
control can never be complete or effective without mental control. To control a
people’s culture is to control their tools of self-definition in relationships to
others. (Peters, 2015: 61)
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The old metaphor of the ‘body politic’, found in Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, Seneca,
Macchiavelli, Hobbes and many others, to a new metaphor: ‘the politics of the
body’. In the old metaphor of body politic, the state or society was imagined as a
human body, with different organs and parts symbolising different functions,
needs, social constituents, forces and so forth—the head or soul for the
sovereign, the blood for the will of the people, the nerves for the system of
reward and punishments, and so forth. (Borda, 1993: 188)
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