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Abstract: Zahir Raihan is not just a literary figure; rather, his most significant
identity surpasses literature as a patriot. From the language movement of 1952 to
the Liberation War of 1971, he was actively involved. Even after the long-
cherished victory of Bangladesh, the nation and Bengali literature have
permanently lost this legendary figure. Zahir Raihan was known as an intellectual
as well as a Bangladeshi writer, and he went missing in post-war independent
Bangladesh. Among Bangladeshi writers, Zahir Raihan possessed a unique
identity in thought, consciousness, and action. He wrote 21 stories at the age of
36. His direct participation in Bangladesh's national movements allowed him to
easily sketch the tumultuous and turbulent times of that era. Drawing from direct
experience, the calamities of national life, crises, and public engagement are
integrated seamlessly into his short stories. The aspirations and struggles of the
majority of middle and lower-middle-class people of that time, their protests
against injustice, and the history of their participation in resistance are reflected
in the themes and character portrayals of his stories. Therefore, the main aim and
objective of this essay is to discuss the theoretical and practical aspects of society
and politics in the context of Zahir Raihan's short stories related to the language
movement.
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The Indian middle class which the British aimed at creating was to a class of
imitators, not the originators of new values and method. (SIfaJ1e, 2058:0Y)
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