T A ARSI, A8 38, TRA : S5, GEAIR 20390~ GV 2038
DOI:

Biet e s Fides 3 Freidioe &IkeT O T 2o
G, Sy AR

Abstract : The University of Dhaka is the oldest institution of higher learning in
Bangladesh. Following the annulment of the Partition of Bengal in 1911, the
British Government undertook the initiative to establish a university in Dhaka.
The institution formally established in 1921 with the primary objective of
advancing the educationally and socially disadvantaged communities of Eastern
Bengal. Its establishment marked a significant turning point in the intellectual
and cultural development of the region.

Prior to the founding of the University of Dhaka, modern Western education had
already been introduced in the Indian subcontinent through the establishment of
universities in Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay. Nevertheless, the University of
Dhaka differed from these earlier institutions in both structure and vision.
Conceived as a unitary, residential, and teaching university, it integrated a wide
range of co-curricular activities alongside its formal academic curricula. From
almost the very beginning of the establishment of the University of Dhaka,
institutions such as the Hall Students’ Union—Ilater the Central Students’
Union—the Physical Education Centre, and the teacher- students’ Centre were
founded to encourage students’ co-curricular and socio-cultural activities. At
present, the scope of co-curricular activities has expanded even further. Such
activities contribute to a more holistic and enriching educational environment.
The overall environment of the university has played a significant role in
shaping the psychological transformation of students coming from rural areas.

For generations, Dhaka University accelerated this transformation, exerting
profound influence on the social, cultural, and political spheres of Eastern
Bengal and contributing significantly to the emergence of independent
Bangladesh. The university has played a central role in all major national
achievements, and its distinctive academic and socio-cultural milieu has
nurtured successive generations of graduates with notable leadership qualities
over the past century.

This article seeks to examine the co-curricular activities of the University of
Dhaka and to assess their influence on the formation of its graduates. It further
explores how the university’s educational philosophy has shaped and
transformed the intellectual outlook of the inhabitants of this region.

" wgies, oI 2Rt ¢ sgfe e, i ffRwster



Q0 T (g AT, 4@ 38, MAT-35, TR 209 T 2038

Bt

o1 fRegfvpieTs e Jio* SiRren @alt Sree v R afsfre zumfee |
G ffire Aopifow s TRfre @3e SARRikge I@w Frdime Tt e
bRl RS e toff @1 93 FeR e - ger FeRe
FCIR FrwdEr FPT @A AEIANNEE A Tou Tgq ST, AeFhes Wae
CTRIE € FATGCTES FICER I TS R #ATY | IV w<ee 92 ffamyrercas
faredine ST eRRgs TR FRES e JE Afevifie §9 e I | a7l
QWWWWW TR “AfpEE i Rweee [ e
g | Fredime (Tecy ey qaee ANTES-AF 0T A GRS Fleea 4oy
93 FFERT T fErle (e | [eE T 2e-REs @w, Tg@ e, skt
=7, @fezifores B, AT FAMSAT ARG, HAMCE A, AT afsfe g
b9d, (A AHel, SRPee W, Igereel Fonn gy e weam e
@ ANES-TFeT ¢ [feq @R Aol FET AfvEar F@ A |
Ria-fFs @ma (Tuahy) srmr a3z [feg sriwitelis oaa sSRg (= e
o7 €@ ST 51T IR, AL5F A A BT, GIA-FREAS 7ofe T At
SRR et el Wi Sque TR, e & W [Fdr qeme (I w
F(E B ALSTPIIET MNIE TG GIwT Keafmperar Fr=ipT smr wged A |
ol e e @ e IRE @I (ered wARRITg W AR
R FE 8 TN G ©F O[T TITF ST FT IR |

NI &S

RS ~REETR (T wdre ¢ afexiie oy Ruwe &l Spme T4 TR |
AR 8 WESIRF T (ATF U AR T FACZ | T Rfmrery efsdra oy 3552
e e v R SR, soq AN afve ‘Fearer e SR -ag
oG, o e Sgia™ 3520 (Act No.XVIIIL of 1920), “2feae sBrigpif
FfE [T’ sop, FifeTwt fifte W20, @feng™ weww [feg 9, “@Rf agfe
A ST T | GRIGl CESIRE T (@ T, I3, Tghowal, BfeeT e
s e, AT @@, = IS, AQqm-TEesE, Tudatr 3 g ¢
R MY ST @R e, R[feg Awifas egles F1@, TaavT @ - e,
frafe ErME, Fe ETIRG agfe Awora AT feald uze —wfawT @ w27
TEE I AR | T favpe (@@ ageE, v efvrers seaeie, [Reem
R AR, 2 aRER, AEm et s EEEt agee, @k ey
FfFe @y, el wiieg, siee ¢ 7B wiee-meicae AR 9T TRE |




ore fReefemseTce s S g9 FrEdion Sy 9 e D

VRN et

v i efsoi 9 o feet =Faem Poiesm FRfefed Smem@ saeimb e
SrerEeRe | AferE AF (@ @ e aferw fFredfite SR, b, e
AEE AFEY 10 sl SR e I PR | dfedR Ty SRR Sy
AT FEFT AL IR DMt sy 9ofee @ ReyfRvreens e | @3
et @ff wife o Wgfa Siv-faee boix e AN Aeifer AFog =1 ey “ifre
- T A (A o e AN TN BEE NGET N SR Il
oS S 9O |

OISR Wi vge, e Skt A, TREEYES RGN @R ANfGs

Fhoa sAfawes Fwid Tk e, giEefm ey aar i S g
e Bl Aty | Rerae A Bl e Wi RS 9T wigfiee wow
Tore], AFfos Ieviawe! ¢ ATsifFgs po A e &7, ©iF ©ima foel-cred ¢
TG (T AT WO- ©f FrGeal O R Sqqelid @I wwpsd [wea sifiere
2T |

JrETICACe e fRrFTesT, Ifagfes Semees cFea bial Rl T<as Qe
PR SRfEe | FHTe! AR TG ANGF 8 ARFFoFR 7w wFpsd e
G @ e S SRS | 9 AR S, Ta-Rs i
@R ARF T SgEE FEFRTE s@ A0w, (Tored [, TARE SR ¢ T
fesfieet Srearopef it et wcace |

Q NFRIR TR & TEA- T RV TR e ¢ AvoTel-34s S
Jreld REFETR oRItbed!, TaaalTel ¢ e pesfa e abwres A,
@I (@ TAMT G FART Af T RO FEF PN AT FACR? TOA
TR @R QAT T&d SPiaiead N ffvpees FremE e s
ARCICR el REaaeers (81 T 2CAC |

RICERIERI RSO

fifos feaafs e owea g STe! I otz | B e s
ARfE Stae aRe@e e ageme A RefRvecas sa=sER sredr q = |
(7 | T og-e g Afeia IR AT (AE O A@Z FA ISAG, NHF CHG
THRE A0 | (T CFCT (70|36 BT QR “FePAR @47 012 foa Fce =7 | Zformr
ANRIA @Sl T (AT 0 TR AT %S RS WS (@ STS PoQifes
TR (AL A | (T (F@ GFIET T (AF ©2 W AGIR-ARIZET (581 T4l
TR | qeTgs Fg oure [@G (AF ASA e 7 | GRSl THAN IIAT
3 J2R CFQ | AT AR (H@ GF G G ANTwS] AT | (T CFa PR
TS AR AR &7HT TAFI TS 2R | WS @ ARG AT AfBIER
OB AN I (1R | AT (T e PPl TR rwies REreRa I =M R



N T W AT, 4G 38, TRAT-d5, TGETIE 039~ T 2038

TR oo A TS GRCT I SERIYES IIET WESl S (FOp WITT IHIS!
T @I EfA S0 AR AN WA Tw zeel | At FrEEdi;n gfewa
(ACEF @7 q6fe AT 7 Je1e ©f B 7| G FFe Awe] s ©¥ qqelifs
e ¢ TG G @ REE® IAFNT doR o @ TRFFFTTS P
5T fofEeaared TeRE R | AMVME AR 15T 8 TTFOE & JIET
@ GFCF NEFAF 21 S A |

& P
TS FAGH IO (TR IRGACF JA A T AT AR I O
R G, wFel, NP RS ¢ Tifes TFTel Jface swesd S o1 3 |
QT AT R TRITS SR ST P AR | GIR SRE JoTo (TOTea
SRR, WETe IE AR AAOIFS! WS, ANGE 8 (e TACArd 1o,
@Al Ifa, TAPE ¢ W[ifTe [RFM qR AR wfee @i s
T fadimee =R SiEl o o6 | @faser eifgs Sitaa AR TRFFFEe
IHGER AT Affrwe aFee fFrwdis 5w TPt FeT F0e 2IE | 9
IRIST (A2 G Rl efediey e FereT e At femdior oy
TRF FEAGEE IIF I, T G o &l e[ I | e sienfere
TR G S Igel, Tifker efewifrer, e wqpe 3 WRIFE T etEre
e fRfey Twifes ¢ MFfor @y e @ e @ @™ @
(Rahim, 1981: 172-73) | Gi%t ffavrrerg afepmr @ e Sceer sep@e
341 TRAMRE CPIEE Sros SHES e e fFrediom a4t 8oofbas @+
ifeg @ F9 @ Afpifre 21| @@T Mg wolba @ fmreew
@EEEAIT e | wEEeed R wiast wwew  abl e @wiEge
fefamreeR. SRR Fgey RarerR TREEET SRENE ey i S
0 ACE | TSN AACH BT PRI (LENget, Aegies Tealde, (TRITRITE «3e
SR TR FIT A ETEIRG FAGT G ARG (T AT FHRAFITS S Afpifere
T PPIR (0% SIS T4 ZCACE |

viwt RefRvrer eete “niRge Frveat

TS LT FFTSl, AT, 8 MGITH dveb e Jio=ar sy feafammers afes
FE | AR NG SR AP 5Tey GI06a Sigfas SHir 797! 8o &7 | $F il
e afsdi sAfsegmn eree e e gt fog foemr | &fow s
SIS AT BIFT FRNRWgIeTaeas 21owie 8 WK (teaching and residential) fResfmrer
fZea afedt a1 v fRwiee aeg WA AW AW qIEE q@ @
e Rrwerals T ST SITETS- AT ST TR | SRS as
REFTE RaME &) @F SIFRAT 8 RFE W OfF G AT Foa [l g
TR PR oAl T =@feeT | Ferrel fefmrer shmme aE st
ePRe o gzt IRl | @ e ofsdey e SRt ¢ Fge
FERdioE qEmR R o WP R &= TifRey @ qBIbeT, «IR CAEIgET,




T R TR @ «3e FERdive SR «F eeR 29

AT TSR A0 RS SR @9 (T (e AT (FEEA, 000
©8)

JeE @A AR @ e afev Pemez e I S fw | v
e aforr T oftem e [k TRt Fredive FreedeT ¢
‘TS G @ S W G oel R oRE wEw frend f[fey w@ea
ARARRES T A 2 | T@dy @, 9T - e [WiE 2 g
AFCS T | IR SOAE T T SHTE Afevl AT deaw @z oo
ST ST AT eotsfTe SIS AT T | STHATG emreraa
105 @ ffRvpieTs Ite et | avfere férmT rafed (ot wEws o Wit fesfmmer
B 2R I A ORce [y RegfRAperzemgg (e el =203 | o ot AR
R AT IGS I AT IRBIYIA 432 ARG Ferwromafes | wifrs frmrerafs
SHE-S6A @R BB IR [T tofar 0a | o ffRwvpieTees esam frwdfions
Y T IS TAMT 8 e Ferrg 2o @R dfelt ze a3 3@ =
T Af oD e Safee | SR RUos F=Eed S F41 7 -

We warmly endorse the proposal for the foundation of a university union on the
lines of those at Oxford and Cambridge, as a general social centre for student
life; and we think, with the Dacca University committee, that all members of the
teaching staff and all the students should belong to it. (Calcutta University
Commission, 1917-19: 225-226)
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It is of the essence of the true University teachers that it should cultivate the
individual mind and individual judgement degree in promise, it is not
performance of and cannot be weighed against the performance of life. I fear
that, to take great examples, men like Darwin, Newman, Mathew Arnold, John
Richard Green, Tyndall, W.E. Ayaston men of different degrees of distinction but
whose names are all known in the University in the world, would have been
regarded as Second-class men by the persons to whom I refer because they took
relatively poor degrees or none at all. It is right to count degrees where you have
no other evidence to go on. After 10 years a man should have done work of
some kind or over shadow entirely the performance in the examination room of

his youth. (FTEYe, (@FG7@, (MfFE ICETFIF, 3¢ B, $59¢: Q)
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Through the period of my service in this University I have taken a keen interest
in the corporate activities of students and have been a frequent speaker in their
debates and meetings. There have been very few extra-academic functions in the
university during the last 20 years for which my services were not required
(Office of the Dacca University, T1261-3, (der: ST 3588-89)
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The social life of the Hall is controlled by this committee (Hall Union). It also
maintains common rooms, where facilities are provided not only for reading the
important newspapers and journals but also indoor games. It organizes and
entertainments and hold meetings at which distinguished persons are invited to
lecture on subjects of general interest. Each hall union publishes an annual
journal. Under the general control of each Hall union, there is a literary union, a
social service league, a drama club, an athletic club, a science colloquium and
seminars in different subjects, all which are managed by students themselves
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and thus this process helps in developing a vigorous corporate and academic life

among students. (7he Calendar, The University of Dhaka, 1953, V. 1, Part I, p.

4-5)
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Every student shall be required to pursue a course of physical instruction
arranged by the physical Director unless, after being specially examined by the
University medical officer, he should be exempted by the provost concerned on
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the recommendation of the medical officer (The Calendar, The University of
Dhaka, 1953, Vol-1, Part, IV. p. 66)
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o fRfiieee arew @ e Frwdl s ol eeifes A e S
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> @R PR 8 CIPIEGT We FCIFLA W Trgrd w4 R Aerospace and Rocketry,
Behavioural insights Group, Bioengineering Society, Dance Society, Diplomatic
Society, Future Education development associets, Gamimg and Espotrs Society, Horror
Society, Music Society, Nature Conservation Society, Refugee Health Initiative, Scout
and Guide Group, Space and Astronomy Society, Wind Orchestra etc
(Ox.ac.uk/students/life/clubs).

2 An exemption might be granted to students who take an active part in game and are

certified as being physically fit, see- Cacutta University Commission, 1917-19, Report,
Volume 1V, Part-II, Superintendent Government Printing, India, P. 226

© Ferel e S Relts @ @R, a true education can be obtained- the
training of mind, body and character; the result ‘not a book but a man’. See, - Cacutta
University Commission, 1917-19, Report, Volume 1V, Part-II, Superintendent
Government Printing, India, P. 141,

Indian Statutory Commission, Interim Report of the Indian Statutory Commission
(Review of growth of Education in British India by the Auxiliary Committee appointed
by the Commission, September 1929, P. 142
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FE AGAL FACT (O SR AR AT GIHFF NPT Tl TAT 7@ AS™
AT T | GF2F O G5 ZETS IR 5T T | 35320 A B Rfwsrerca
Jffe afstamer faafs Swad Far 21 d529-38 FrFRTE Dhaka university students’
union (DASU) e T Sveo T W AT Fa Dhaka university Central
students’ union (DUCSU) 4T T | (Y- JET @, “TOI T (02T € oS
AT T, JPAGH!, FTF TS T, (S53-35bY), TIF 27, B! Rgfmper, sobry,
I, T TS (IS S« & @3- o/ e et ¢ @fey, v
fRfRmIIeTa, 2033, 7.7, €s0-e38

v FfAfbq fAT=ITtE J@T 27, ‘In every hall there should be a library providing both books for
pure recreation and others, supplementing the university library, and touching
intellectual interests out the formal curriculum. Again, there should be societies not
only for athletics and games but for the discussion of topics of learned and every-day
interest. See, Cacutta University Commission, 1917-19, Report, Volume 1V, Part-II,
Superintendent Government Printing, India, P. 148
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(SUA@: BT fPRIeicEd oW e [A79al, 2033-20%0, @GR vl e,
SERA, 0%9, 7. b, RV W TR, (0%0) BT AR 6 IRFHIT SO+,
DI, &=, 7. veR, =i etiizb@: http/bnec.info)
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020, @G BIaT AR, g, 20%9, 7. 5uR)
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Tere MAATE egfe Tern @earsar RS [ifeg (e 12T F5/1, (IR 8 12T oI

AR R AR (S O [ARIERE sseN AfFF [, 033-30%0,

(AP BT [RRMITeT, G, 20%3, 7. dYo)
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AT I CHICACR |
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BT eMiT 1 & | J@: By ned (SeFie TFemoT) GIR I RERmmecEE
SN 6 CFF ACEE (055-030 WIARET ALHME @R 030-30%d TR T
) STIE, TR, BI! fRmIeTa, g 200, 7. 536-556
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M. A. Rahim (1981). The University of Dhaka, Dhaka.
FEE (T (009) | IIENTAH 8 BIF pgfvigiersr, Rt &1, Bisst |
Professor Promathnath Banerjee, et. al (Ed.) (1957). Hundred years of the University of

Calcutta: A History of the University Issued in Commemoration of the Centenary
Celebrations, Calcutta, Sree Saraswaty Press Ltd.
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Cacutta University Commission 1917-19, Report, Volume IV, Part-II, Superintendent
Government Printing, India.

The Calendar (1953) Vol. 1, Parts L. II, III & IV, Published by The Dhaka University,
Dhaka.
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Office of the Dacca University, F8a-2, @& SIfFT 3588-89
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The Dacca University Brochure (968), a review of changes and developments during the
decade 1958-68, published1
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Indian Statutory Commission (1929). Interim Report of the Indian Statutory Commission

(Review of growth of Education in British India by the Auxiliary Committee
appointed by the Commission BITTET Q3 (> TCSHA, 039) | TG ARKISCT R
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