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Abstract: Kazi Nazrul Islam is widely known and well accepted in Bengali
literature primarily as a poet and lyricist. However, he began his literary career
as a storyteller. As a creative writer, his inclination towards stories is
comparatively less, so he has presented eighteen stories to the readers in three
books. The fundamental identity of the Bengali nation and the identity of the
mass people are reflected in diverse ways in his stories. One of his most
successful stories is 'Rakkhushi', which is about the Bagdi community of
Birbhum, West Bengal. Nazrul's focus on women's thoughts, combined with the
unique lifestyle of this marginalized community, their love for folk culture, and
family and social context, gives the story its uniqueness. In patriarchal society,
the subservient and dependent view of women, and the traditional reality of
performing household chores while maintaining the veil within the family circle,
persisted until the second decade of the 20th century. Its completely opposite
character in this story clarifies Nazrul's new outlook on women’s life and self-
assured position as an integrated art form devoid of emotions and human values.
In the folk cultural and psychological realm, Nazrul has taken the central theme
of the story to embody the existential crisis of the Bagdi woman, who is
marginalized in a patriarchal society and her resistance to traditional patriarchal
domination. That is why the relevance of presenting this significant yet
unexplored issue in the present article is important.
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