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Abstract: There are two structural and thematic forms of Sanskrit literature-
Dri$yakavay and Sravyakavya. There are two types of Dréyakavya- riipaka and
upariipaka. There are three types of Sravyakavya- gadyakavya, padyakavya and
campukavya. Katha and Akhyayika are the two divisions of gadyakavya. And
padyakavya has three divisions- Mahakavya, Khandkavya and Kosakavya. A
collection of verses that are not dependent on each other is called Kosakavya.
Canakya wrote his Ethics by adopting the characteristics of Kosakavya. Such
anthologies act as beacon in determining the duty in various situations that arise
in the course of life. It is no exaggeration to say that Kosakavya’s subhasitas are
directional instruments. Again subhasita sarmmgraha is composed of mundane
proverbs or just advice. Canakya-Niti§astra is a special advice. This book is a
wonderful collection of many advice and various mottos on politics, social
policy etc. People from all walks of life can learn its moral teachings. He wrote
it seeing the moral decay of the society of that time. His verses which are
necessary for all societies of all times are eternal beacons of human welfare.
Canakya’s philosophy of vidya-avidya or vidvyan-avidvyan can save us from
the moral degradation that we see in today's world under the influence of avidya
or avidvyan . The purpose of the present essay is to highlight how we can
acquire true knowledge thought the process of using the principles of vidya-
avidya or vidvyan-avidvyan.
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